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From the Editor-in-Chief 


The widening tentacles of corruption 


An ACC Commissioner has made a comment which resonates with all of 
us. AFM Aminul Islam has called for a social movement to prevent graft 
in society. That is an idea we share with him. But then comes the reality. 
Where does one begin to come down on graft? We begin with the little 
instances where citizens are made to suffer for no fault of theirs. For no 
rhyme or reason, traffic constables and sergeants often compel drivers of 
CNG-driven scooters, buses, trucks and private cars to stop beside the road 
and show them their papers. Even when the papers are in order, some of 
these traffic people force these hapless drivers to cough up some money 
before they allow them to move on. There are even instances of policemen 
asking people to give them their purses to check. If that is not outlandish 
behaviour, what is? 


Graft is now a cancer which has spread all across the nation’s body politic. 
Take the case of the many schools and coaching centres which violate the 
law and convention by demanding that students who are already studying 
there must pay fresh admission fees at the beginning of an academic year. 
That is the height of immorality, for the rule is that once a student is given 
admission in a school, he does not have to pay anything else except his 
monthly fees. Unfortunately, this trend of charging admission fees from 
students who are already in a school has never been checked by the 
authorities, let alone filing charges for action that is clearly an offence. 
This tendency to fleece guardians and students in such an obnoxious 
manner needs to be firmly handled by the authorities. It is indiscipline and 
indiscipline, unless checked, breeds chaos in society. 


There is corruption in other areas as well. For years there have been reports 
of government officials and employees siphoning off money earmarked 
for significant projects aimed at promoting public welfare. How many of 
these officials have been identified and hauled before the law? There is 
then the perennial question of politicians making themselves inordinately 
rich through behaviour not above the board. Such politicians have by their 
action tarnished the image of honest politicians and indeed of the calling of 
politics itself. Corruption has crept into areas where even the poor, the not- 
so-well-off in the middle class bracket, are compelled to hand over money, 
despite their qualifications and ability, in return for jobs they should get in 
the normal scheme of things. 


We agree with the ACC Commissioner, as we have agreed for years with 
those who have called for action against graft. But to what extent we have 
been able to check and put an end to graft is a huge question to which we 
do not have any answer. That has been the sad reality in our lives. 


Bene 


Enayetullah Khan 


Draft of Digital Security Act Approved 

The freedom of the press and expression was put to 
the sword, feared journalists and rights defenders 
as the cabinet on January 29 approved the draft of 
the Digital Security Act-2018. There would be every 
chance of the act being misused against people’s 
right to express themselves after it is passed by the 
Jatiya Sangsad, they observed. They also felt duped 
by the government as section 57 of the Information 
and Communication Technology Act was kept in the 
proposed law with some changes, despite assurances 
in the past of eliminating the controversial provision. 


BNP wary of Feb 8 verdict 


A Dhaka court has fixed February 8 for announcing the verdict in a graft 
case filed against her. Seeking anonymity, a BNP standing committee 
member said an emergency meeting would be called mainly to 
discuss the issues relating to the verdict in the Zia Orphanage Trust 
graft case and the party’s next course of action over the issue. The 
BNP chief’s son Tarique Rahman and four others were also accused 
in the case. According to BNP sources, the party is considering taking 
to the streets if the verdict goes against Khaleda. Senior BNP leaders 
on different occasions had threatened that they would announce 


. ) tougher agitation programmes if the judgment went against the party 
r- NS chief 


BCL activists again attack protesting students 


Activists of Bangladesh Chhatra League on January 29 attacked and foiled 
agitation of Pragatisheel Chhatra Jote on the campuses of three different 
educational institutions, leaving at least 40 injured. The leaders and 
activists of Pragatisheel Chhatra Jote, an alliance of left-leaning student 
organisations, observed a nationwide strike protesting against the attack 
on Dhaka University students carried out by BCL activists on January 23. On 
January 23, at least 50 protestors were injured when BCL men swooped on 
them to “rescue” the VC, who was kept confined by the protestors in front 
of his office. The following day, BCL men swooped on activists of the left- 
leaning student organisations in two other education institutions during 
their programmes protesting against the January 23 attack. 


SL outplay, outthink Tigers 


Bangladesh suffered another final heartbreak as they succumbed 
to a 79-run defeat against a Sri Lanka side rejuvenated under 
new coach Chandika Hathurusingha in the final of the tri-series 
at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur on January 27. 
However, this time around nobody will shed any tears for tragic 
heroes as they did following defeats to Sri Lanka in the 2009 tri- 
series final and in the aftermath of the 2012 Asia Cup final loss to 
Pakistan at the same venue, simply because Sri Lanka clinched the 
trophy by virtue of being the better side; they executed the game- 
plan set out by their master tactician to demolish the high-flying 
hosts for the second consecutive match. 


World this week 


Billionaire Prince released after financial settlement 


Saudi billionaire Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal was released on January 
27 after nearly three months in detention following a “settlement” 
with authorities, as a sweeping anti-corruption campaign targeting 
the kingdom’s elite winds down. Prince Al-Waleed, dubbed the 
Warren Buffett of Saudi Arabia, was the most high-profile detainee 
among 350 suspects rounded up since November 4, including 
business tycoons and ministers, who were held in Riyadh’s luxury 
Ritz-Carlton hotel. The prince was released following an undisclosed 


: financial agreement with the government, similar to deals that 
. | s authorities struck with most other detainees in exchange for their 


freedom. 
Loe 


Atleast nine people were killed and more than 130 wounded on January | © 
29 in heavy fighting between separatist forces and government troops na = 
as tanks battled in Yemen’s interim capital of Aden, military sources a 

said. Five pro-separatist fighters were killed by snipers, while four > 

soldiers died in clashes, the sources said, as both sides began using 
tanks and heavy artillery in a second day of fighting in the southern 
port city. The flare-up comes following President Abedrabbo Mansour (i 
Hadi’s call for an immediate ceasefire on Sunday, when 15 people were ** 
killed and dozens wounded in clashes. Forces from both sides were — 
seen in most areas of the city, which remained totally paralysed for the - 
second day running. 


Yemen rivals battle for ‘coup-hit’ Aden 


Kenya’s opposition swears in Raila Odinga as ‘people’s 
president’ 


Opposition leaders in Kenya have defied authorities to go ahead with 
a ceremony to swear in Raila Odinga as “president of the people” at 
a mass meeting in the capital, Nairobi. Many thousands of supporters 
thronged Uhuru Park in the centre of the city to hear Odinga, who 
heads the National Super Alliance (Nasa), take an oath of allegiance 
on the bible on January 30. Odinga’s symbolic challenge could lead to 
fresh confrontations in Kenya, three months after Uhuru Kenyatta won 
7 a new five-year term as president in a controversial rerun election. 
ai a! The opposition boycotted the poll, saying it was not free or fair. 


Deputy FBI director Andrew McCabe steps aside 
after row with Trump 


The deputy director of the FBI is stepping down — a week after 
it was reported that President Donald Trump was lobbying for 
his ouster. Andrew McCabe, who had been under fire from 
Republicans in recent months over perceived partisanship and 
bias, had indicated that he planned on stepping down as recently 
as December. Just last week, Trump reportedly encouraged 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions to put pressure on FBI Director 
Christopher Wray to fire McCabe. McCabe will remain on the 
FBI payroll until mid-March, sources told NBC News, when he 
will be eligible to retire with full benefits. 
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Bridging dreams and reality 


The Padma Bridge, or 300 metres of it at least, is now visible from Shariatpur. Unfortunately 


for the government though, it won’t be fully ready for touting before the election. 


COURIER BRIEFING 


he story of Padma Bridge, within the larger narrative 

of Bangladesh’s development, has by now taken on 
an almost mythical status, worthy of Old Norse sagas. A 
video presentation produced recently for the Bangladesh 
Bridges Authority by YES Media is accompanied by a 
fitting score, invoking Ben Hur and Star Trek-like themes. 
It is titled ‘From Dream to Reality’, and mostly consists 
of images of monumental feats of construction and 
engineering, as a sombre baritone conveys, “This is the 
story of a people’s pride in proving their worth”. 


It goes on to inform us that the most significant challenge 
in building the bridge has actually been the bit of bridge 
construction that the public never gets to see - river 
training, the structural measures taken to ensure safe 
passage of floods, or the river’s flow, under a bridge. Yet 
Chinese contractor (for the river training) Sino Hydro 
Corporation’s struggles in mastering the river’s course 
only confirm the truth passed down through generations 
in Bengali folk tales, surrounding Padma’s unruly nature. 


_— 
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The video presentation however ends on a blatant 
untruth (or maybe just a misplaced and forlorn hope) 
that the entire project would be complete and open to 
the public by December 2018. That would be in line with 
the original schedule, that no doubt placed the onus 
on delivering what has been the flagship development 
project of two consecutive AL-led governments in time 
for the next parliamentary election - allowing them to ask 
for a third. Yet the complications that arose in the course 
of the project’s implementation, have meant that it will 
probably take much longer. 


We know that in November 2014, the BBA signed a 
deal with China Major Bridge Engineering Company 
(CMBEC) Limited for construction of the main structure 
of the Padma Bridge at a cost of Tk12,133.39 crore by 
November, 2018. In addition, they signed a deal with 
Sinohydro Corporation Ltd of China for river training work 
of the Padma Bridge project, to be conducted at a cost of 
Tk8,707.81cr by December 2018. 


As things stand now though, one can safely say that 
December 2018 is definitely out of the picture, and the 
whole of 2019 may prove a bit of a stretch as well. Taking 
stock of what has been achieved till now and what work 
remains, a safer bet for Bangladeshis to finally start 
reaping the rewards of the most challenging construction 
project ever undertaken in the country is sometime in 
2020. That is without getting pessimistic. 


Politics of the bridge 


Of course, no-one in officialdom will admit this on the 
record yet. In developing countries such as Bangladesh, 
infrastructure is almost always a political issue. And so 
perhaps it was inevitable that a project slated to boost 
the country’s GDP by 1.2 percent, transform the lives 
of citizens in 21 out of its 64 districts, and herald the 
emancipation of the country’s south-west (some even 
say its emergence as the country’s leading economic 
zone), would fall prey to it as well. Yet the politicisation 
of this particular bridge has been particularly acute, given 
all that transpired surrounding it in the AL-led coalition 
government’s first, elected, term from 2009-13. 


It is a chapter better left unvisited, although the AL's 
efforts to try and paint one of the country’s most eminent 
citizens, Grameen Bank founder Mohammad Yunus, as 
somehow responsible for the entire fiasco, continue to 
this day. Seemingly in possession of evidence to justify 
strong suspicions of grand larceny in the bidding process, 
the WB withdrew its proposal to fund almost 50 percent 


=~ 
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of the entire project, close to $1.2 billion, towards the 
end of 2012. It was a stunning decision on the part of the 
global lender, one without precedence in living memory, 
and came even after the firing of a minister close to the 
prime minister. Of all the projects the World Bank finds 
itself involved in throughout the world, it was as if they 
cherrypicked the one closest to Bangladeshi hearts and 
minds, to set an example how much it values probity and 
accountability, for the rest. But despite repeated requests, 
they never handed over what the government had asked 
for to carry out its own investigation - the evidence made 
available to it. 


The decision eventually for Bangladesh to go it alone and 
fund the project out of its own coffers was unquestionably 
a bold one, if only for the fact that it had never been done 
before. With foreign exchange reserves burgeoning at 
the time (not so much at present), the money was clearly 
there. But it was the accepted method of doing things 
back then, that large infrastructure projects would be 
highly leveraged. Signaling a break from that process, and 
doing it in a way that symbolised a rejection of the entire 
Washington Consensus, while blaming choice sections of 
the local establishment, merely served to crank up the 
politics around the bridge. 


“We can build mega projects without any agency’s help, 
which we have proven by starting the construction of 
Padma Bridge,” said Dr Ainun Nishat, climate expert and 
a member of the panel of experts consulting the Padma 
Bridge project. This was now indeed about national pride. 
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The same politicisation also prevents Dr Nishat from 
categorically stating the project will be delayed. He 
would only go as far as to say the progress of the bridge’s 
construction, even if behind schedule, poses “no scope 
for worry”. 


Yet it was revealed recently that CBMEC is requesting a 
23-month extension to the project timeframe, as their 
work is 25 percent behind schedule. CBMEC filed a time 
petition in this regard in November last year. Having only 
completed 34 percent of the river training, Sinohydro 
Corporation Ltd has also sought 18 months of extra time. 
Both would take the project deep into 2020 before the 
bridge could be opened to the public. 


Among sensible sections of the Bangladeshi public, 
such a delay would not necessarily constitute reason 
enough for condemning the authorities, even though 


it will inevitably bump up the cost as well. As it is, the 
people have waited long enough for the gap to be bridged 
between a dream and reality. Another 18 months should 
hardly make any difference, as long as it is completed 
safely, and the projected pay-offs from the cost benefit 
analysis remain positive. The 1.2 percent boost to GDP on 
account of the bridge alone, would probably have to be 
revised downwards though- Bangladesh’s GDP has more 
than doubled from the time these estimates were first 
calculated, from $102.5 billion in 2009 to $221 billion in 
2016. 


The fruit of patience 


Most importantly, the delay looks to be down to legitimate 
reasons. AECOM, a Fortune 500 engineering firm based 
in Los Angeles, California, were contracted as the main 
designers of the bridge. Dr Robin Sham, Global Long Span 


“Moving forward with satisfactory progress” 


Dr Jamilur Reza Chowdhury, Chief Adviser for the Padma Bridge Project 


(4=The flow of water, soil in the river bed and the 

movement of fishes were highly considered in 
constructing Padma Bridge. This is a big challenge and we 
are moving forward with satisfactory progress,” Professor 
Dr Jamilur Reza Choudhury said while talking about the 
construction of the much-awaited Padma Bridge over the 
mighty river Padma to connect its Mawa and Jajira points. 


“In my view the major challenges of construction are 
foundation of main bridge and the river training works,” 
he said. Professor Jamilur, chief consultant among the 
panel of experts appointed for the bridge project said. 
“Ne must remember that river Padma, which is carrying 
the combined flow of Ganges and Brahmaputra to the 
Bay of Bengal, has the second highest (next to Amazon) 
flow of water in the world.” 


“The estimated life of the bridge is one hundred years, 
although in reality we expect the bridge to last much 
longer. The peak flood flow under the bridge has been 
estimated to be 140 thousand cubic meters per second. 
This leads to technical problems in the foundation of the 
bridge. 


“Ne are highly cautious to allow the water to pass 
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unimpeded under the bridge, and from that point of view 
the total length of the bridge has been determined to be 
6.15km. The distance from one pillar to another (and 
thus each ‘span’) is kept at 150 metres. 


“WNe know that the soil of this riverbed is very soft. And 
the load coming from the weight of the bridge and the 
traffic, both road and rail which will be moving over the 
bridge, it all has to be transferred to the foundation. 


and Specialty Bridges Director of AECOM, has written in 
industry journal ‘Structure’ of the “unique challenge” 
posed by the forces of nature, in designing the Padma 
Multipurpose Bridge. 


Even so, progress was continuing unimpeded till around 
June of last year. That is when with around 44 percent of 
their work completed, doubts started emerging about the 
best way to ensure the bridge stands firm on 14 out of 
the 42 piers - a third. Work almost stalled before picking 
up again, so that it wasn’t until January, as the second of 
forty-one 150-metre spans (41 x 150 equals 6150, or 6.15 
km) was installed, that we reached the 50 percent mark - 
the last 6 percent having taken 6 months. 


It was all due to the discovery that the riverbed in those 
14 spots is much softer than under the rest, hence the 
method for piling under these piers may have to be 


The problem with soft soil is that it is not only weak in 
supporting load but also the whole bed can get eroded. 
“NWNe have to support the loads by ignoring soil, which may 
be in position now, because in future it may disappear. 
And not only the load | mentioned, in addition earthquake 
load may come, so considering all these factors the bottom 
depth foundation has been determined at 118 meters,” 
said Dr. Jamilur Reza, arguably the most accomplished 
engineer in the country who is widely known as a 
technologist-educationist. 


“Driving the steel piles into that depth is extremely 
difficult. It appears that only one company in the world has 
the capability of driving these piles, a German company, 
which has been contracted to ‘hammer’ the piles in using 
a machine called the Hammer And now the company is in 
the process of using the heaviest Hammer in the world for 
some of the piling work. So this is also one of the major 
challenges. More than 250 piles have to be driven in,” Prof 
Jamilur added. 


“A second challenge, is how to keep the river flowing under 
the bridge. There is a risk that if protection measures are 
not taken, we may have the bridge, but the river may flow 
in other direction. So the challenge is there to train the 
river by constructing structures what is known as a guide 
bund. These guide bunds have to be constructed up to a 
depth of 30 meters. 


“The whole project is divided into five packages. Largest 
of which is construction of main bridge costing around 


different than the rest, for which six pillars are being 
piled into the riverbed at a depth of 90-120 metres. For 
the 14 ‘problematic’ piers though, no decision has even 
been made yet in choosing the best way to move forward 
- another sign that the continuous line being fed by the 
government on completion time is misleading. One 
option under consideration is the feasibility of reducing 
the length of the pillars under these piers, while increase 
the number of pillars from 6 to 7, according to Jamilur 
Reza Chowdhury, who heads the International Panel of 
Experts being consulted for the project. “But that will 
make it more vulnerable to earthquakes,” he trails off, 
seeming to intone a structural engineer’s dilemma. 


Heading up the first ever major project in which 
Bangladeshi engineers share responsibility for its 
implementation, it would seem to be a dilemma he rather 
likes having. @ 


$1.5 billion, and the second one is river training works 
costing nearly $1 billion. Two of the three relatively 
smaller construction contract packages are approach road 
in Mawa side and approach road and bridges in Jajira side. 
Five bridges will also be constructed on this side, which 
are also quite long. Last is the Service Area, which involves 
construction of offices and residential buildings for the 
bridge authority and consultants. Implementation of all 
the packages is underway. The three smaller packages 
which have been awarded to Bangladeshi contactors are 
also going on and progress is quite satisfactory. 


“WNe must remember that this river is very important form 
fisheries point of view as she is providing major portion 
of Hilsha fish supply in Bangladesh. So measures are 
taken to ensure that very little disruption takes place in 
the migratory parts of Hilsha fishes. The contractor would 
not be allowed to carry out any heavy construction work 
which may disturb the flow of Hilsha. Considering all the 
factors | am quite happy, satisfactory progress has been 
made in implementation of this mega project. | am very 
optimistic that the bridge will be completed in the next 
two years and open to traffic fulfilling the long dreams of 
millions of people of this country. 


“For the first time Bangladesh government is going 
to implement such a challenging project. Successful 
completion would not only raise the image of the country 
but also create confidence among professionals that they 
can take up any project.” & 


As conveyed to Wafiur Rahman 
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Special Report 


Mufassil Islam....A purveyor 
of religious clout? 


Enayetullah Khan 


MI ufassil Islam, the controversial 
British Bangladeshi lawyer, 
journalist, and Islamic scholar has 
once again sparked outrage and 
disbelief with his recent decision to 
rejoin the religion of Islam. 


After renouncing Islam in 2016 and 
blaming Islamist extremism for his 
apostasy, Islam has once again 
sparked outrage by announcing that 
he had returned to the faith in 2018. 


Many have criticized Islam for his 
seemingly inconsistent beliefs and 
his tendency to court controversy. 


He has received numerous death 
threats and has had to employ 
security to protect himself and his 
family due to his vocal criticism of all 
religions and his participation in 
online debates with religious 
scholars. 


Despite his controversial reputation, 
Islam insists that his version of Islam 
is amore enlightened and reformed 
version that does not adhere to the 
traditional, orthodox beliefs of the 
religion. 


He claims that his interpretation is 
more in line with the true teachings 
of Islam and that he is simply 
seeking to promote a more peaceful 
and tolerant society. 


Islam's journey to becoming a 
prominent figure in the world of 
Islam and religious extremism has 
been a tempestuous one. 
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After obtaining his LL.M. from Dhaka 
University and studying law at 
London Metropolitan University, he 
pursued a Ph.D. at Trinity College, 
Dublin University. 


However, he was forced to suspend 
his studies due to threats from 
Islamists, as detailed in his book The 
Codex of a Murtad. These threats 

in several 
international 


were widely reported 
British and 
newspapers. 


Photo: YouTube 


In addition to his activism and 
writing, he leads a pressure group 
aimed at stopping cross-border 
killings by Indian Border Security 
Forces along the Bangladesh-India 
border. However, his involvement 
in such a worthy cause has done 
little to redeem his reputation in 
the eyes of many who see him as 
nothing more than a_ publicity- 
seeking troublemaker. 


It remains uncertain whether Islam's 
return to Islam and his controversial 
beliefs will have some sort of impact 
on the world of religion and politics. 


His books, including The Codex of a 
Murtad, have caused controversy in 
his home country of Bangladesh and 
are shadow-banned in the country. 
Despite the backlash he has faced, 
Islam claims to remain steadfast in 
his commitment to his beliefs and 
his mission to promote a more 
peaceful and tolerant society. 


Many have questioned Islam's 
motives and have accused him of 
seeking attention and causing 
unnecessary controversy. Some 
have even gone so far as to label 
him an "idiot" for his seemingly 
erratic behavior and __ beliefs. 
However, Islam insists that he is 
simply trying to promote a more 
enlightened and reformed version of 
Islam that is more in line with the 
true teachings of the religion. 


Commenting on Muffasil Islam, a 
prominent Sunni Muslim scholar 
stated: "It is unfortunate that a 
person as toxic and detrimental to 
society as Mufassil Islam continues 
to hold a platform and influence in 
the world of religion and politics. It 
is hoped that his misguided views 
and actions will soon be exposed for 
what they are and that he will be 
ostracized by the community for the 
harm he has caused." 


Digital Security Act : Another assault 


on freedom 


Journalists, rights activists up in arms. 


Courier Report 


1 be sure, it would be foolish to 
expect the present government 
in its current state to move towards 
a more liberal outlook during the 
remainder of its tenure, or any 
extension thereof. We are in an 
election year, and it has almost 
always been the case historically that 
Bangladeshi governments double 
down on hardened positions in this 
period rather than take their feet off 
the pedal. The notorious Section 57 
of the current ICT Act was passed by 
Parliament in November 2013, just 
two months prior to an election. 


And so the news that the cabinet 
had given its nod to the new Digital 
Security Act that largely retains the 
controversial provisions of the ICT 
Act’s Section 57, only in a more 
diffuse manner befitting a law that 
specifically purports to address 
security in the digital sohere, should 
come as no real surprise. 


The dramatic reaction in the 
newspapers, where one reported 
“freedom of the press and expression 
was put to the sword, feared 
journalists and rights defenders” are 
almost asking for a pithy response, 
along the lines of “Glad you’re finally 
feeling that edge, mate.” 


There would be “every chance”, it 
is said, of the act being “misused 
against people’s right to express 
themselves” once it is passed by the 
Jatiya Sangsad. We wish to assure 
them that it will - both be passed, 


and be used for the said purpose. 


They also felt “duped by the 
government” as section 57 of the 
ICT Act was in fact retained in the 
proposed law, perhaps only not in 
so many words, despite “assurances 
in the past” of eliminating the 
controversial provision. Here there 
is legitimate reason for feeling hurt, 
for no one should be lied to by 
anyone. Yet it is just the reality of our 
situation that governments mostly 
do precisely that. 


Just to recall, Section 57 of the ICT 
Act deals with defamation, hurting 
religious sentiments, causing 
deterioration of law and order and 
instigating against any person or 
organisation through publishing or 
transmitting any material in websites 
or in electronic form. You can sense 
the sheer breadth it is looking to 
cover from that mandate. 


Following the amendment of 2013, 
it stipulates maximum 14 years in 
prison for each of the offences. 


Now, the draft of Digital Security Act- 
2018 splits these offences into four 
separate sections with punishment 
ranging from 3 to 10 years in prison. 
The proposed law also describes 
some crimes as “non-bailable” and 
allows a police official to search or 
arrest anyone without a warrant in 
special circumstances. 


A cabinet meeting, presided over 


by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
at her office, gave the approval 
and Cabinet Secretary Md Shafiul 
Alam later briefed the media at the 
secretariat.He said the government 
has formulated the act to combat 
growing cyber crimes that are 
affecting many public and private 
organisations including Bangladesh 
Bank. 


The draft was approved keeping a 
provision for revoking sections 54, 
55, 56, 57 and 66 of the ICT act, he 
said, adding that the cases already 
filed under section 57 will continue. 
Inspector General of Police AKM 
Shahidul Hoque, too, said the 
proceedings of the cases filed under 
section 57 will continue, reported 
our sister newsagency UNB. 


Currently, 701 cases filed under 
section 57 are pending with the 
lone cyber tribunal of the country, 
sources say. Asked whether the 
proposed law will affect journalism 
as elements of section 57 were 
incorporated in the draft, the 
cabinet secretary did not give any 
direct answer and only said, “There 
is nothing about journalists here [in 
the draft].” 


Rights activists and journalists 
have been demanding cancellation 
of section 57 for its widespread 
misuse. Experts say the section goes 
against people’s right to freedom of 
expression and free speech and it 
contains vague wordings, allowing 
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its misuse against newsmen and 
social media users. 


Protests were staged last year after 
more than two dozen journalists 
were sued under the section. Amid 
widespread criticisms, Law Minister 
Anisul Hug on several occasions said 
section 57 would be removed. 


Contacted by The Daily Star this 
week after the cabinet’s nod, 
the law minister said, “There is a 
great difference between section 
57 [of ICT Act] and the provisions 
incorporated in the Digital Security 
Act.” Asked about the criticisms 
from journalists and rights activists 
about the draft, the minister said, 
“They are saying this just for the 
sake of saying something.” 


To be fair, with the DSA in the 
horizon, they may be running out of 
time to say anything at all. 


From 57 to 21,32,43, etc 


Section 21 of the DSA says anyone 
spreading negative propaganda 
against the Liberation War or the 
Father of the Nation, using digital 
devices or instigates to do so, will 
risk being sentenced up to 14 years’ 
jail or a fine of up to Tk 1 crore or 
both. 


He or she will face up to life 
sentence or Tk 3 crore fine or both 
for committing the offence for the 
second time, it says. 


Section 25 of the proposed law says, 
a person may face up to three years 
in jail or Tk 3 lakh fine or both if he 
or she is found to have deliberately 
published or broadcastin the website 
or electronic form something which 
is attacking or intimidating or which 
can make someone dishonest or 
disgruntled; knowingly publish or 
broadcast false and distorted (full 
or partial) information to annoy 
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or humiliate someone; knowingly 
publish or broadcast false and 
distorted (full or partial) information 
to tarnish the image of the state or 
to spread rumour. A person will face 
up to five years in jail or Tk 10 Lakh 
or both for committing the offence a 
second time, it says. 


Section 28 says a person may face 
up to seven years in jail or Tk 10 
lakh fine or both if he or she is found 
to have deliberately published or 
broadcast something in the website 
or in electronic form to hurt one’s 
religious sentiment and values. A 
person will face up to ten years in jail 
or Tk 20 Lakh or both for committing 
the offence the second time. 


Section 29 says a person may face 
maximum three years in jail or Tk 5 
lakh fine or both if he or she commits 
offence stipulated in section 499 of 
the Penal Code through website or 
in electronic form. He or she will 
face up to five years in jail or Tk 10 
Lakh fine or both for committing the 
offence for the second time, it said. 


Just to remind ourselves, Section 
499 of the Penal Code, dealing with 
defamation, reads: “Whoever by 
words either spoken or intended 
to be read, or by signs or by visible 
representations, makes or publishes 
any imputation concerning any 
person intending to harm, or 
knowing or having reason to believe 
that such imputation will harm, the 
reputation of such person, is said, 
except in the cases hereinafter 
excepted, to defame that person.” 


Section 31 of the proposed law says 
a person may face up to seven years 
in jail or Tk 5 lakh fine or both if he 
or she is found to have deliberately 
published or broadcast something 
in the website or in electronic form 
which can spread hatred and create 
enmity among different groups 
and communities and can cause 


deterioration of law and _ order. 
Punishment will be up to 10 years 
in jail or Tk 10 lakh fine or both 
for committing the offence for the 
second time. 


Section 32 says a person may face up 
to 14 years in jail or Tk 20 lakh fine 
or both on the charge of spying if 
he or she illegally enters the offices 
of government, semi-government 
and autonomous bodies to gather 
information and uses an electronic 
device to record something secretly. 
A person may face up to 14 years in 
jail or Tk 1 crore or both for hacking, 
according to section 34 of the act. 


If anyone illegally enters any critical 
information infrastructure, he or 
she will face maximum seven years’ 
imprisonment or Tk 25 lakh fine or 
both, and he or she may face up 
to 14 years in jail or 1 crore in fine 
or both for doing any harm to the 
infrastructure, according to section 
17. 


The new law stipulates some crimes 
under certain sections including 17, 
28, 31, 32 and 34 as “non-bailable”, 
considering the gravity of crimes 
and magnitude of punishment, the 
cabinet secretary said. 


As per Section 43 of the draft, a 
police official can search or arrest 
anyone without any warrant issued 
by a court. If a police officer believes 
that an offence under the act has 
been committed in a certain place 
or is being committed, or there is 
a possibility of crimes, or there is a 
possibility of destroying evidence, 
he or she can search the place or any 
person present there. The officer 
can also arrest any person if he or 
she suspects that the person has 
committed or is committing crimes. 
In such a case, the officer has to 
submit a report to the court after 
carrying out the search, the draft 
states. m 


Conversation 


Diversify exports, create conditions 
for FDI: European Union 


AKM Moinuddin 


The European Union (EU) continues to be a strong partner of Bangladesh for over 40 years. So far, 
the EU has played a significant role in Bangladesh’s journey to progressively elevate itself from a war- 
torn country to a country of lower middle income status. 
Ambassador and the EU Head of Delegation to Bangladesh, Rensje Teerink, talked to Dhaka Courier 
/UNB exclusively about the EU-Bangladesh deep relations with special focus on trade, investment 


and Rohingya issues. 


mbassador Teerink thinks 

Bangladesh must look at export 
diversification and attracting more 
foreign direct investment (FDI) seriously 
to make the country’s “very admirable 
and amazing” economic growth 
sustainable. Bangladesh has witnessed 
over 7 percent of GDP growth over the 
last couple of years. 


“It’s still a challenge and progress in 
these areas will depend on domestic 
reforms agenda,” said the EU 
Ambassador who arrived Dhaka four 
months back. 


Ambassador Teerink said Bangladesh 
really needs to look at how it can attract 
businesses and give this confidence to 
the investors that there will be ease of 
doing business. 


“Bangladesh isn’t performing well at 
all in terms of ease of doing business,” 
said the EU Ambassador who joined 
the European Commission in 1995 as 
administrator for South Asia. 


Bangladesh has gone one notch down 
in the World Bank’s ranking of ease of 
doing business mainly due to the hurdle 
businesses face here at the start of their 
operations. 


Bangladesh holds 177th position among 
190 economies, according to the WB’s 


Ambassador Rensje Teerink (UNB) 


Doing Business report 2018. 


Despite this huge impediment, 
Ambassador Teerink said, Bangladesh 
is growing so fast and mentioned 
that imagine how much Bangladesh 
economy could grow if Bangladesh 
could be a better host for those 
businesses. “Because this (growth) is 
happening despite challenges.” 


Asked about government’s 100 
economic zones’ plan, the EU 
Ambassador referred to a female 
private sector speaker at Bangladesh 
Development Forum (BDF) saying why 


not one or five economic zones first 
and do that properly and take lessons 
learned. 


Ambassador Teerink who was appointed 
Deputy Head of Unit for India, Nepal, 
Bhutan and SAARC in 2006, said 
the government’s plan to have 100 
economic zones sounds good at the 
same time it sounds very ambitious. 


With its liberal trade regime, the EU 
has provided Bangladesh a platform to 
become the second largest exporter 
of readymade garment (RMG) in the 
world. 
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Today, about 56 percent of exports 
from Bangladesh go to the EU, the bulk 
of which is RMG. The RMG revolution 
has also been instrumental in ensuring 
economic freedom to a_ sizable 
proportion of women in this country. 


Hopeful of fair polls 


Responding to a question, the EU envoy 
said, “In terms of democratic space, we 
hope all contenders will come on board 
and the whole exercise will be free and 
fair.” 


Ambassador Teerink also said they hope 
to see opposition parties participating 
in the elections. 


She said democracy, governance and 
human rights — these are something 
they follow closely worldwide and laid 
emphasis on addressing concerns in 
these areas. 


“For me, it will be an exciting time (being 
here in election year),” she said adding 
that they have already discussed with 
the Election Commission over sending 
EU Election Observation Mission if they 
find situation favorable. 


The Election Observation Mission 
(EOM) of the EU has broad acceptance 
by all political parties and actors in this 
country. 


On irregular Bangladeshi migrants living 
in the Europe, the Ambassador said, 
“We have made very good progress. 
Migration has become a big concern in 
the Europe in the last couple of years.” 


The EU and Bangladesh signed the 
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 
to bring back all irregular migrants 
from the Europe. A technical team will 
be coming to Dhaka soon to see the 
progress. 


The EU Ambassador laid emphasis 


on rebranding Bangladesh — saying 
the whole image of Bangladesh is 
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completely different now than it was 
10-15 years ago. 


She said they will continue to working 
with the private sector and garment 
sector leaders so that the whole 
readymade garment sector becomes 
|LO-compliant one. 


“There is still some works to be done. 
Bangladesh Labour Law needs to be 
ILO standard,” Ambassador Teerink said 
reiterating their joint commitment to 
the Sustainability Compact, including 
the respect of labour rights, in particular 
with regard to freedom of association. 


The European Commission 
announced additional 
humanitarian aid of €3 
million to address the most 
pressing needs of Rohingya 
civilians. The funding came 
on top of the €12 million 
announced in May 2017. 


Talking about Bangladesh’s aspiration to 
become middle-income country, the EU 
envoy said it is a good goal and there is 
of course always danger middle income 
trap. “Bangladesh needs to look at it 
and export diversification remains the 
key issue.” 


Bangladesh will have to go for the GSP 
Plus status from the European Union 
when it graduates to the developing 
country bracket in 2021. 


As a_ least-developed country 
Bangladesh has been enjoying zero-duty 
benefit to the EU under its Everything 
but Arms scheme since 1971. But 
once it becomes a developing country, 


Bangladesh will no longer be eligible for 
the privilege. 


workplace safety, 
improved labour’ rights, saving 
the environment and reduction of 
corruption are some of the major 
conditions for receiving the GSP Plus 
status from the EU, destination for 
60 percent of Bangladesh’s garment 
products. 


Strengthening 


More pressure on Myanmar 


The European Union is likely to come 
up with a more genuine pressure on 
Myanmar in February so that it acts 
promptly and creates an environment 
for the sustainable return of Rohingyas 
to their homeland from Bangladesh. 


“V’m sure there’ll be new (EU) council 
conclusions on Myanmar in February. 
| hope there’ll be more pressure. The 
only thing is to put more pressure on 
Myanmar,” said Ambassador Teerink. 


In October last year, the Council of 
the EU in its conclusions said it may 
consider additional measures if the 
situation does not improve but also 
stands ready to respond accordingly to 
positive developments. 


The EU envoy, however, said she is yet to 
know what the conclusions will contain 
-- whether it will be arms embargo 
or targeted sanctions on Myanmar 
government and army. 


Ambassador Teerink who arrived here 
four months back, also said probably 
there will be more individual targeted 
sanctions on some of the generals. 


On Wednesday, Asean Parliamentarians 
for Human Rights (APHR) on the 
Rohingya crisis laid emphasis on 
imposing arms embargo and targeted 
sanctions on Myanmar and its senior 
officials respectively to create a safe 
environment for Rohingyas to return to 
their homeland from Bangladesh. 


Ambassador Rensje Teerink in conversation with AKM Moinuddin 


“| think it’s time to impose an arms 
embargo on the Myanmar army, 
including targeted sanctions against 
the generals who are behind these 
atrocities,” APHR Chairperson and 
Malaysian MP Charles Santiago said 
seeking a role from India, China and 
Russia who sell arms to Myanmar. 


Santiago also sought steps to deploy 
peacekeeping force to oversee the 
movement of Rohingyas. 


He said without the presence of 
peacekeeping force repatriation 
will be difficult, in other words, he 
said, it will be almost impossible. 
“The repatriation should be safe and 
voluntary one.” 


Giving her second observation on 
the Rohingya situation, Ambassador 
Teerink said they can put pressure 
on the Myanmar government but the 
question is how they can convince 
people in Rakhine to welcome 
Rohingyas. 


“What we understand the Rakhine 
people are not very happy to have 
them (Rohingyas) back. So, you can try 
and integrate but there is a negative 
public sentiment. It’s very worrying,” 
she explained. 


The EU Ambassador said they could 
imagine that many Rohingyas are 
afraid of going back to Myanmar. 


The idea is on the Myanmar side 
is to build a township to welcome 
returnees, she said recalling the 
situation of IDP (Internally Displaced 
Persons) camp which has no freedom 
of movement. 


On January 16, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar signed a document on 
‘Physical Arrangement’ which will 
facilitate the return of Rohingyas to 
their homeland from Bangladesh. 


The ‘Physical Arrangement’ stipulates 
that the repatriation will be completed 
preferably within two years from the 
start of repatriation. 


3rd country settlement difficult 


Asked about the way-out if repatriation 
process fails and subsequent 
third-country settlement, the EU 
Ambassador said, “A third-country 
settlement is very difficult. We’ve a 
migration crisis at our doorsteps as 
well.” 


Teerink said they are also looking at 
the OIC but they have not seen much 


force coming from the OIC that they 
would be eager to take Rohingyas. “For 
Europe, it (3rd country settlement) is 
difficult.” 


The Ambassador, however, _ said 
Rohingya crisis is not Bangladesh’s 
problem but Bangladesh is a victim of 
this crisis. 


“Roots lie in Myanmar,” she said adding 
that the government of Myanmar will 
continue to be embodied that they can 
get away with it if there is no strong 
pressure on Myanmar. 


Appreciating Bangladesh’s role, the EU 
Ambassador said this humanitarian 
gesture is really admirable. 
‘International community cannot 
leave Bangladesh alone (to deal with 
the crisis).” 


In September, the European 
Commission announced additional 
humanitarian aid of €3 million to 
address the most pressing needs of 
Rohingya civilians. The funding came 
on top of the €12 million announced 
in May 2017. 


The EU has_ been providing 
humanitarian support to Myanmar 
and Bangladesh for many years. 


There are so many common things that 
characterize the whole subcontinent 
which also encompasses the people of 
Bangladesh, said the EU Ambassador 
who is highly impressed by the 
hospitality, friendliness and culture of 
Bangladesh. 


“| find it very fascinating,’ said the 
Dutch national adding that she hopes 
to travel more inside the country 
to see a different parts of beautiful 
Bangladesh. 


Apart from her Dutch mother tongue, 
she is fluent in English, French, German 
and Italian and has a working knowledge 
of Spanish, Hindi and Nepali. @ 
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Our free pass on sexual 


harassment 


Afsan Chowdhury 


Reecre Western media can be quite a scary 
experience nowadays as everyday one celebrity 
after another is exposed as a sexual predator. What 
began as a entertainment industry horror show has 
extended far beyond that and it seems that sexual 
abuse is universal in the Western world. The land of 
the free was hiding a sleazy secret which is now out. 


What we hope will also be less is the moralizing and 
patronizing tone the West has/had over the years 
lecturing to the world, how positive the situation 
was with them and how horrible the developing 
world situation is. They could do well to shut up for 
now till the situation there improves. 
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The other issue is the defense of promiscuity as a 
prescription for reducing sexual violence. It has 
been argue even in serious academic circles, that 
higher the level of promiscuity, greater the level of 
freedom and as the West is so, women are more free 
and safe. 


That may be so for some but clearly the co- 
relationship between the two is put in doubt by the 
overwhelming claims and all pervasive nature of 
such incidents. Perhaps it’s time to calm down, take 
a break from advocacy and savior type attitude on 
the issue and look at the scenery through clear non- 
judgmental eyes. 


What about us? 


Having said all this about the West, we should be the 
last people who should be feeling superior about the 
state of sexual abuse in our society. Evan a causal 
inquiry shows that it’s very high and comes out often 
enough in brutal colours. 


| have personally worked on the horrific topic of 
sexual abuse of children and know few are left out 
from its scourge. Many — | am not taking a risk by 
saying most - are victims and are traumatized for life. 
The scale of sexual harassment is enormous and we 
live in denial about it. | am involved with a group 
called ‘Breaking The Silence’ which first began to 
work on the topic. 


When we first brought out our findings on the topic 
in 1998, we faced high hostility from many quarters 
including a section from media. However, many 
media workers supported us and it was ultimately 
accepted by all and the Government even took some 
actions. 


#TSNOTOK 


A matter of vulnerability 


Our study showed that access and vulnerability 
were two major factors and not just the type of the 
victimizer. So wherever, children were unsafe and 
vulnerable due to several reasons, sexual abuse 
could occur. 


That same principle works for adults as well. In 
today’s higher female employment world, sexual 
abuse is rampant and no protection is provided. A 
woman has to choose between livelihood and abuse 
and in a condition of poverty, the choice is coerced 
and forced by circumstances. Hence, though she is 
not raped, the act is equally coercive. 


Some are also more vulnerable than others and 
poverty is a great indicator. Housemaids are very 
vulnerable as are rmg workers but middle class 
workers are also increasing and abuse is increasing 
too. 


One area which we don’t even think is about sexual 
abuse within a marriage which for the same reasons 
of vulnerability is invisible. Even legal recourse 
is limited so they remain high but hidden under a 
shroud of silence. 


New areas of sexual abuse 


But one area which needs exploring as it is not even 
considered is male sexual abuse. Our initial study 
showed that it is prevalent and rising. It’s nowhere 
near as high as female sexual abuse but for children 
under 12 years its high and new forms of abuse 
were emerging which needs to be addressed. Some 
of the cases have recently emerged of male sexual 
violence. Male on male violence is high but female 
to make sexual abuse is not absent. 


Sexual abuse is a painful reality which we need to 
accept first before we address it. The issue is more 
sensational and incidental rather than structural. As 
a result, it’s a media issue and not a social problem. 
At best feminists and women’s rights organizations 
have kept the discussion going but to make a 
difference we need to deal with as an integral part 
of the national rights movement. 


It’s not an isolated abuse, it’s all encompassing 
which is why, it must be integrated into our national 
policies. Unfortunately, little progress has been 
noticed since the silence was broken. 
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Khaleda’s moment of truth 


Reaz Ahmad 


hen Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina embarked on an apparent 
campaign trail in Sylhet last week, her 
chief political foe Khaleda Zia was in 
national capital Dhaka having series of 
indoor meetings with party comrades to 
strategize the future beyond February 
8. Come Thursday, a judgement will 
be handed down to the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party chairperson. This is 
about a graft charge relating to a trust, 
founded for the cause of orphans and 
named after Zia, her slain husband. 
The Zia Orphanage Trust graft case that 
matured first is among 32 cases filed 
against Khaleda, a three-time ex-prime 
minister. Since a Dhaka court fixed 
February 8 for pronouncing the verdict, 
a stormstarted brewing over Khaleda 
Zia’s political future in an election year. 
Sheikh Hasina has long been accusing 
the ex-premier of robbing orphans of 
their wealth while the latter tried hard 
projecting the case as a manifestation 
of political vendetta against her. 
Bangladesh’s judiciary must have 
weighed the case on law points and a 
verdict must be coming on the basis of 
case merit, arguments and proofs. 


Its prejudice to preempt and discuss 
a court verdict in a way that may 
influence the outcome before it is 
pronounced. But one can always moot 
on the aftermath. BNP has done so 
and will continue to do so in run up to 
the judgement day. And as a first step 
what the party has already done is 
quite significant by any definition. BNP 
amended its charter, dropping Article 
7 which stipulated that no one can 
stay in a party committee if he or she 
is convicted by a court. Upon approval 
by the party’s highest policymaking 
body — the standing committee — a BNP 
delegation also submitted the amended 
charter to the Election Commission. 
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The amendment was made to foil any attempt to split 
the BNP if the party chief is convicted, that’s what the 
party insiders said. Begum Zia’s eldest son, who holds 
a senior position in BNP,is also a co-accused in the Zia 
Orphanage Trust graft case. 


What’s the stake here 


Since the country’s democratic adherence after 
the fall of H M Ershad probably this is the most 
decisive moment in contemporary political history of 
Bangladesh. Stake is quite high here in many respects. 
BNP being out of power for longest period at a stretch 
since 1991 can ill-afford missing another opportunity 
to contest the coming national parliament elections 
billed for end-2018. Particularly after the one — in 
2014 -the party had boycotted thereby, giving Awami 
League-led alliance an easy sail no matter the regime is 
mired in controversy throughout its 
term in office. Though still a subject 
to investigation and trial, BNP has 
long been carrying the baggage 
of a ‘perceived and_ projected’ 
negative role in violence-marred 


The split danger 


The danger of BNP facing splits is lurking in the shadows in the 
eventuality of a conviction handed down to it party chief. The 
post-1/11 memory must be still very fresh in the mind of BNP 
leadership that has seen many ugly twists of events in politics of 
vengeance and conspiracy in the duration of 2007-08. To many, 
it was, of course their calling — as the then BNP had taken the 
politics to a coercive state in days leading to 1/11. A grossly faulty 
voter roll with BNP in power had by then set recipe for a disaster 
in the name of ‘free and fair poll.’ Politics took a nasty course 
with BNP-AL starting street fights prompting an unelected set 
of civil people with strong military backing to take over. Both 
Khaleda and Hasina had to endure their time behind bar. 


This time around BNP leaders want to make it sure the party 
does not suffer a blow irrespective of February 8 verdict. BNP 
is determined to participate in the next general elections. It 
skipped one in 2014, skipping a second one 
in a row may not augur well to the party. 
It’Il not like to be provoked. Ruling quarters 
have already made a point loud and clear 
that a repeat of ‘violent course’ would not 
be tolerated. Over the last one week BNP 


protests in the aftermath of a one- This time around BNP held series of meetings among party rank 
sided polls in 2014 that saw half of leaders want to make it and file as well as with the alliance partners 
the parliament’s members getting sure the party does not to finalise strategy for days after February 
elected uncontested. Since the days ‘ Bi 8. The party also made the country’s 
of military-aided quasi-caretaker suffer a blow irrespective development partners listen to what it had to 
government of Fakhruddin, BNP of February 8 verdict. say. This Saturday (February 3) BNP is holding 
survived many a storms. Thousands BNP is determined tO its national executive body’s meet where 


of the party leaders and activists 
have by now weathered facing cases 
over and over again. BNP survived 

as its rank and file remained loyal to 

it through thick and thin.Now it hits 

a moment of truth. What course the 
party is going to take in an eventuality 
its numero uno faces any jail term in excess of 
three years? Law disqualifies one from contesting 
elections if s/he is convicted of jail terms of three- 
year or more. Legal experts though note that the 
judgement has to be conclusive and appeals, if there 
any, have to be exhausted. Lawyers must have better 
understanding and interpretation on this. The graft 
charge that is brought against the BNP chief and co- 
accused — if proved to be true — can potentially result 
an award of imprisonment ranging from one to seven 
years. In the eventuality of a conviction given by a 
trial court, the accused would have to resort to the 
option of seeking a higher court stay in his or her 
favour — to remain qualified as potential candidate/s 
for elections. 


participate in the next 
general elections 


up to a 1,000 leaders from the grassroots 

are expected to put their heads together. 

The meeting is being convened mainly to 

discuss the issues relating to the verdict in 

the Zia Orphanage Trust graft case and the 

party’s next course of action over the issue. 
In their customary daily rhetoric though many 
a BNP leaders have already threatened of dire consequences 
if the judgment goes against the party chief, the meeting will 
set tone how far BNP would move as far as street agitations are 
concerned. Cashing in with public sympathy factor will definitely 
be taken into consideration. And keeping party unity intact must 
be a top agenda. BNP leaders already told newsmen on several 
occasions that Khaleda Zia is now focusing on maintaining 
unity in the party and BNP-led alliance at any cost, “thwarting 
attempts to split the party and the combine” ahead of the next 
parliamentary elections.Party leaders fear the government 
may try to split the BNP and the 20-party alliance if Khaleda is 
convicted in the Zia Orphanage Trust graft case. @ 


The writer is the Executive Editor of United News of Bangladesh 
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Time & Space 


Lost dawns and rainbow mornings 


Syed Badrul Ahsan 


“You seem to have obtained the highest marks in English at this 
year’s HSC examinations,” he told me. And he was a teacher, 
young and formidable-looking, on the viva board for the English 
Department admission test. It was September 1975 and his 
comment made me happy. But then came the assault. “How do 
you spell the word ‘minutiae’?” That was his question. | had a 
blank look. | could not spell the word, did not know there was 
such a word and felt properly embarrassed. 


That was the beginning of life in the English Department. My 
failure to answer that minutiae question did not prevent my 
entry into the department. | was on my way to being a scholar, a 
young man who would soon have on his fingertips all that there 
was to know about English literature, perhaps even teach in the 
department someday. Shakespeare, Marlowe, Dickens, Austen, 
Eliot --- they were all friends | knew or thought | knew too well. 
Little did | realize that the path to a substantive knowledge of 
English literature would be littered with impediments of varied 
hues and dimensions. 


Here is an instance. The brilliant Imtiaz Habib, a proper scholar 
who has been the repository of my abiding respect, gave me 
a lesson in the classroom that | have never forgotten. He was 
initiating us into Metaphysical Poetry, with particular emphasis 
on John Donne. As he went on explaining the idea, | went on 
nodding. That movement of the head at one point irritated him. 
“Don’t nod without understanding anything”, he said loudly. | 


felt sad, for he said that before my classmates. Soon, though, | 
got over it and today | am glad | got that reprimand from him, 
though the nodding has not quite subsided. 


There are all the stories, intriguing as also inspiring, that one 
can relate about one’s teachers. Professor KMA Munim, with 
whom | was subsequently to have the pleasure of working at 
the Bangladesh Observer, once threw a question at us in class. 
“Young scholars, what is the best, the most profound sentence 
in all of literature?” That was a challenge, only that we did not 
know how to respond to his question. Here we were into English 
literature and there he was testing our knowledge of literature 
on a global scale. We looked sheepish. He looked at us, his gaze 
boring into ours, sarcasm wreathing his smile. Then he answered 
the question we could not respond to. “Jesus wept”, he nearly 
shouted in triumph. That was the sentence we had not known 
until then. 


| have not forgotten that moment or that sentence. To this day | 
miss Munim Sir. He was my tutorial teacher in third year honours 
and on an autumn morning | opened the door to his room, 
seeking permission to come in for the class. Without looking up, 
he raised his left hand in dismissive manner, said one word, “Jao 
(go away)”. In trepidation | said, in low voice and dry throat, “Sir, 
| have a class with you today”. He repeated his order. “Jao”. | left 
hurriedly. The next day, he accosted me in the corridor, wanting 
to know why | had not turned up for my tutorial. | narrated the 
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story, including the “Jao” factor. He smiled and told me to see 
him the following week. 


And there were the moments of romance. Thomas Hardy 
instilled in me thoughts of pristine romance in much the same 
way Charles Dickens once did in my schooldays. Images of the 
coachman Barkis asking the young David Copperfield to pass 
on a message of subtle love to Peggotty, ‘Barkis is willing’, 
came to mind at university as we rushed through Far From the 
Madding Crowd. In time, | found myself transformed, in the 
regions of the mind, into Farmer Gabriel Oak on a search for 
his Bathsheba Everdene. Quite a few Bathshebas were around 
--- she with the incessant smile, she with the chocolate cream 
seduction, she in the yellow polka dot dress --- and | went 
writing poetry for them in frenzied manner. Ah, those were the 
days of Columbus-like discovery! My friends and | were on the 
look-out for chances to sidle up to the young women in class, 
engage in what we thought would be intellectual conversations 
with them (only to realize years later what pretentious fools we 
were) and begin what we thought would be lifelong romances 
with them. 


Spring was all too brief an affair, too good to last, even if my 
sense of thrill at playing Mirabell to my beautiful classmate’s 
Millamant --- remember Congreve’s The Way of the World? 
--- made me feel on top of the world. In the end, all those 
Bathsheba Everdenes went away, for all the right reasons. That 
was all right. But, then, my poetry, composed night after night 
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for each of them, had been such a waste. Was it really a waste, 
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Security in compromising position 


Despite laws, export cargo not protected from theft, smuggling, terrorism 


Saleem Samad 


aws relating to electronic seals 

for containers to ensure cargo 
security and avert revenue loss, 
theft, smuggling, dumping and 
terrorism under international 
maritime regulations have not been 
implemented in face of opposition 
from trade bodies. 


Earlier the government decided to 
introduce the cargo security system, 
Electronic Seal and Lock Service 
(ESLS), for containers transported 
between the Chittagong Port and 16 
inland container depots (ICDs) from 
November 29 last year. But it had to 
defer the move due to opposition 
from the trade bodies, as official 
sources suggest. 


A gazette notification to this effect 
was published and Chittagong Port 
Authority (CPA) signed an agreement 
with the US-based Alif Corporation 
regarding the provision of 
international standard ESLS services. 
Earlier, NBR passed “Electronic Seal 
and Services Policy 2017”. 


Despite Bangladesh authorities’ 
deciding to implement electronic 
seals for all cargo between 
production supply chain to seaports, 
the officials failed to convince the 
exporter’s bodies, arguing that it 
would increase costs for shipment 
and would be time-consuming. 

bodies, 


The influential trade 


Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers 
and Exporters Association (BGMEA), 
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & 
Industries (DCCI) and Federation of 
Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (FBCCI), have raised 
objections to the use of cargo 
security system. 


In a letter to the NBR chairman on 
November 26, BGMEA President 
Siddiqur Rahman wrote that the fees 
against electronic seals for containers 
and cargo should be withdrawn 
forthwith. Lock systems are already 
in use for export containers, covered 
vans and trucks carrying RMG export 
cargo as per requirements of the 
foreign buyers and therefore the 
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electronic seal and lock system were 
unjustified. 


He noted that there was no incident 
of pilferage of cargo anywhere 
between the Chittagong Port and 
the ICDs. There was no incident of 
evasion of duty and taxes on the 
transportation of containers either. 


On the other hand, Bangladesh 
Knitwear Manufacturers & Exporters 
Association (BKMEA) has _ partially 
agreed with the measure on condition 
that the process for electronic seals 
for containers should not lead to a 
hike in the cost of transportation. 


In the face of opposition, the Ministry 
of Finance decided to postpone the 
decision to implement electronic 
seals and asked the NBR Chairman 
to review whether the electronic 
locking system would cause a loss to 
exporters through delay. He was also 
asked to consult the trade bodies 
and port users. 


Cargo security is a crucial 


issue throughout the 
maritime world. 


BGMEA in a memo to the National 
Board of Revenue (NBR) has said that 
the ESLS fees of Taka 600 for each 
container and covered trucks for 48 
hours is expensive and will increase 
the price of exports in a growing 
competitive market. 


The trade body argued that there 
have been no incidents of theft and 
cheating of government revenue 
against taxes and fees at the 
production supply chain from factory 
to port. 

NBR_ in conjunction with World 
Trade Organization (WTO) and World 


Customs Organization (WCO) has an 
obligation to implement supply chain 
security, a senior official with the 
Ministry of Finance said. 


The Chittagong Port Authority is also 
following the rules and provisions of 
the International Ship Port Security 
(ISPS) and International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) mandate to avert 
sabotage, extremism and destructive 
activities in the ports and seagoing 
vessels. 


To implement the ESLS policy, a joint 
meeting at Chittagong Customs House 
with senior officials of Customs and 
CPA, and stakeholders of C&F Agents 
Association, Bangladesh Shipping 
Agents Association, Bangladesh 
Freight Forwarders Association 
and Bangladesh Inland Container 
Depot Association was held in April 
2017. The stakeholders expressed 
their eagerness to accept ESLS as a 
measure toward security. 


The World Bank, in a report on 
Logistics Performance Index (LPI) in 
2010 ranked Bangladesh 79 among 
160 countries. The country has 
further dipped several notches in 
2016, on the basis of six dimensions 
of trade, including customs 
performance, infrastructure quality, 
and timeliness of shipments. 


Cargo security is a crucial issue 
throughout the maritime world. 
Direct cargo transportation by air 
from Dhaka’s Shahjalal International 
Airport to the United States, Australia, 
England and European destinations 
needs to undergo cargo security 
clearance by a third country, which 
is expensive and time consuming, 
causing a dramatic slowdown in 
export growth in the 2016-17 fiscal. 
After growing at nearly double 
digit rates in the preceding years, 
export growth slowed to a miserly 
1.6 percent. Alarm bells should be 
ringing. @ 
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The liberation of Mirpur 


Anwar A. Khan 
For more than two_ decades, 
the Pakistani rulers used fear, 


intimidation and murder to brutally 
oppress the Bengalis who sought 
justice and equality from them. But 
the most brutal, ugly, desperate, and 
vicious form of aggression occurred 
in our history in 1971. Never before 
in history has such a sweeping 
fervour for freedom expressed itself 
in great mass movements and mass 
armed struggles, driving down the 
bastions of Pakistani President Yahya 
Khan’s empire. This wind of change 
blowing through Bangladesh was 
no ordinary wind. It was a raging 
hurricane against which the old 
order of the Pakistani military junta 
and their local collaborators could 
not stand. 


According to M.E. Estemil, “National 
freedom is an expensive gift always 
worth fighting for, even if it costs us!” 
And undoubtedly, we paid a very 
high price to gain our motherland. 
Bangladesh was born on December 
16, 1971 after a nine-month long 
war. But Mirpur, an important part 
of metropolitan Dhaka city, was 
occupied by the Bihari collaborators 
of the defeated army from early 
March to January 30, 1972. Mirpur 
was finally liberated on January 31, 
1972. Hence, January 31 is generally 
known as the Victory Day of Mirpur. 


But this year, the day should not 
pass off silently as in previous years. 
The eminent journalist Shahidullah 
Kaiser, noted filmmaker and 
novelist Zahir Raihan and famous 
poet Meherunnisa were brutally 
slaughtered in Mirpur area before it 
was liberated from the cruel clutches 
of the non-Bengalees and some 
Bangla speaking Pakistanis like Qader 
Molla and the likes of him belonging 
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Shahidullah Kaiser 


to the criminal organisation Jamaat- 
e-Islami. It is very sad that not 
much has been written on this very 
important day in the history of the 
War of Liberation. But we had to 
bear witness to the worst of human 
brutality and atrocity during that 
time in that important area and 
throughout Bangladesh. In the past, 
| only heard the roaring voice of Syed 
Shahidul Haque Mama (who died a 
few months back) from abroad, the 
1971 war veteran who had actively 
participated in all operations to free 
Mirpur from those hyenas. 


According to the Asia Times, at a 
meeting of the military top brass in 
March 1971, President Yahya Khan 
declared, “Kill 3 million of them and 
the rest will eat out of our hands.” 
Accordingly, on the night of 25 
March, the Pakistani army launched 
Operation Searchlight to crush 
Bengali resistance wherever it was 
found in this country; the Bengali 
members of military services were 
disarmed and killed, students and 
the intelligentsia were systematically 
liquidated and able-bodied Bengali 


i 


Zahir Raihan 


males just picked up and gunned 
down. 


Mama Guerilla Bahini Chief Syed 
Shahidul Haque Mama recounted, 


“On March 27, 1971, Abdul 
Quader Mollah, Hasib Hasmi, 
Abbas Chairman, Akhter Gunda, 


Nehal and many others killed poet 
Meherunnesa, her brothers and 
mother and chopped their bodies 
into pieces in Mirpur. Akhter Gunda 
and his accomplices forcibly brought 
one Pallab from Thathari Bazar 
to Muslim Bazar in Mirpur. Then 
Akhter and his accomplices cut 
his fingers and hung him up on a 
tree and killed him mercilessly.” He 
also said, “Quader Mollah and his 
accomplices took part in the election 
campaign in 1970 for the “infamous” 
Ghulam Azam, the then Ameer of 
East Pakistan Jamaat-e-lslami and a 
candidate from the Mirpur area the 
Pakistan National Assembly.” 


A fearless freedom fighter, Mama 
recollected from abroad that on 
December 17, 1971, he recovered 
the bodies of martyred intellectuals 


The Mirpur Killing ground or Boddho Bhumi The remains were recovered from a safety tank 
Mirpur, Dhaka, Bangladesh December 19771 Internet) 


from the Rayerbazar killing field; and 
he said, “I found a small sack full of 
human eyes.” He further added that 
they picked up many killers who 
were hiding in Mohammadpur and 
following their information, they 
recovered the bodies of hundreds 
of intellectuals from the brick kilns 
of Rayerbazar. We know very well 
that the martyred _ intellectuals 
were our best sons of the soil. The 
killing of intellectuals was a clear 
manifestation of the grave brutality 
unleashed by the Al-Badr, Al-Sham 
and Razakars. 


In the words of the journalist Syed 
Badrul Ahsan, “Let us get the facts 
straight. When Bangladesh stood 
liberated, as a whole, on December 
16, 1971, there were yet small 
pockets where Pakistan’s defeated 
soldiers were putting up last ditch 


resistance. That resistance would 
come to an end within days. But 
there was, unbelievably, one small 
portion of the country which non- 
Bengali collaborators of the Pakistan 
occupation army kept in their grip for 
about one and a half months after 
liberation.” 


And it was the place called Mirpur. 
SBA further added, “There is Quazi 
Rosy to tell you all about it. And there 
is Syed Shahidul Haque, popularly 
known as Mama, to remind you of 
the gathering gloom which would 
descend on the Bengalis inhabiting 
Mirpur in the stirring times that were 
in 1971. Even as a resurgent Bengali 
nation, led by Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, brought Pakistan 
to a grinding halt in March 1971, 
the non-Bengalis in Mirpur went on 
a spree of coercion and intimidation 


of the Bengali population in the 
locality”. 


According to Christopher Hitchens, 
“Freedom is the decision to live 
and die, doing what you love”; and 
we decided to die; we decided to 
live and we decided to do what we 
loved in 1971. And we loved to attain 
independence from the shackles 
of Pakistani rule marked by unjust 
severity or arbitrary behaviour and 
we finally achieved Bangladesh. 
Mirpur was a heartless terror in 1971 
and till the end of January 1972. Yes. 
Terrible, and as a wise saying has it, 
“When somebody challenges you 
from the wrong path, fight back.” 
And our freedom fighters fought 
back those cruel devils valiantly with 
patriotism and liberated Mirpur. 
It was a milestone in the annals of 
our struggle for freedom from the 
Pakistani regime. 


Mirpur liberated us from darkness to 
walk in the glorious light. We should 
not miss celebrating good days like 
Mirpur Victory Day with purity in 
heart and due solemnity. Like Paulo 
Freire, we wish to say, “Looking at 
the past must only be a means of 
understanding more clearly what 
and who they are so that they can 
more wisely build the future.” 


In closing, we wish to use the words 
of eminent journalist Julfikar Ali 
Manik, “It is impossible to forget 
the grief of the gruesome killings 
of 1971; but this time we at least 
have the consolation that we could 
ensure justice.” And justice has been 
happening in the country, though 
belatedly. We should pray for the 
departed souls to reside in heaven 
in peace, those compatriots of ours 
brutally murdered by the enemies 
of this land before the liberation of 
Mirpur on 31 January 1971. @ 


The writer is a researcher and freelancer 
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Three steps Myanmar should take to turn the 
Rohingya disaster around 


Bill Richardson 


Fo the past two months, | have 
served on an international panel 
designed to help the Myanmar 
government arrive at just and 
reasonable policies for its conflict 
in Rakhine state, including its 
long-suffering Rohingya minority. 
This week | resigned. The reason: 
| have little confidence in the 
body’s ability to address the critical 
challenges facing the region and 
the country. 


Aung San Suu Kyi, the country’s 
effective leader, is isolated and 
unwilling to listen to constructive 
criticism. Her governmentis focused 
on getting things done quickly 


instead of getting them done right. 
If Myanmar, also known as Burma, 
is to have any hope of preventing 
a further downward spiral to the 
crisis in Rakhine state and restoring 
its international reputation, 
immediate and dramatic changes 
are required. A continuation of the 
current approach is likely to lead to 
a dangerous cycle of violence that 
threatens both Myanmar’s hopes 
for peace and democracy and 
broader regional stability. 


To be sure, Myanmar faces 
daunting challenges on Rakhine. 
Coordinated attacks by a new 
Muslim militant group triggered 


a brutal and sustained “security 
clearance operations” by the 
Myanmar military that, in just 15 
months, forced nearly 800,000 
people to flee to Bangladesh. Deep- 
seated mistrust festers between 
Buddhist and Muslim communities 
in Rakhine, as well as between 
each of these communities 
and the government. Systemic 
discrimination against minority 
groups, especially Muslims, 
remains rampant. Major drug- 
smuggling and human-trafficking 
networks plague the region. And 
chronic underinvestment in health, 
education and the economy 
exacerbate the problems. 


Relocated Rohingya refugees arrive at the Balukhali refugee camp outside Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. (file photo/AP) 
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For the sake of its own interests and those of the region, 
Myanmar must immediately correct course and recognize that 
the international community wants to help it to do so. 


These challenges are compounded 
by Myanmar’s botched efforts 
to address them. Though the 
Kofi Annan-led Rakhine Advisory 
Commission’s final report provides 
the foundation, Myanmar has yet to 
develop or articulate a strategy for 
Rakhine. The government is focused 
on outputs at the expense of impact 
and rapid implementation to show 
progress rather than efforts to 
design processes that help to build 
trust and confidence. Moreover, 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s lack of moral 
leadership in a domestic political 
environment that is increasingly 
nationalistic, anti-Muslim and 
hostile to the changes required to 
de-escalate the situation in Rakhine 
is particularly troubling. Myanmar’s 
renewed penchant for attacking 
freedom of the press, highlighted 
by the recent arrest of two Reuters 
journalists investigating the conflict 
in Rakhine, surely does not help. 


Myanmar is rightly facing 
tremendous international pressure 
to implement changes, but this 
does not justify the government’s 
siege mentality and its resistance 
to constructive criticism from an 
international community _ that 
wants to see Myanmar succeed in 
its efforts to establish peace and 
development in Rakhine and to 
entrench democratic norms. 


To begin to turn the situation 
around, the government of 
Myanmar should’ take three 
steps immediately. First, Aung 
San Suu Kyi must establish her 
moral leadership on the Rakhine 
issue. Although her popularity is 


lower than when her party swept 
elections two years ago, she is 
still widely respected in Myanmar, 
particularly among the majority 
ethnic Burmese. She should use her 
stature to unequivocally condemn 
hate speech and discrimination 
in her public communications to 
the people of Myanmar. It would 
also be helpful if she ensured that 
state media, which has referred to 
Muslims from Rakhine as “human 
fleas,” does not exacerbate the 
potential for conflict. 


Second, Myanmar must 
establish effective accountability 
mechanisms for perpetrators of 
violence. The signal that impunity 
is tolerated is a threat to the 
rule of law that Aung San Suu Kyi 
has repeatedly stated she seeks 
to instill. | am encouraged by 
Myanmar’s seeming willingness 
to establish an independent 
and credible investigation into 
the discovery of mass graves in 
Rakhine, and | hope that this will be 
the first of several steps to further 
understand and account for the 
violence that has occurred there 
since October 2016. 


Finally, Myanmar must develop 
a strategy to deal with Rakhine 


that appropriately prioritizes 
and sequences among the 
recommendations of the 
Rakhine Advisory Commission. 


The  government’s focus’ on 
infrastructure and development, 
while important, is insufficient to 
address the structural changes 
necessary. To ensure that key 
challenges such as freedom of 


movement, citizenship and the 
closure of internally displaced 
persons camps are addressed 
effectively and in the spirit in which 
they were intended, the Myanmar 
government should work closely 
with international partners to 
develop clear and public plans that 
lay out the step-by-step process 
by which these issues will be 
addressed and bench marks met. 


Left unaddressed, the situation 
could quickly become an even 
bigger headache for Myanmar, 
the region and the world. In 
the short term, the repatriation 
process that Myanmar is racing to 
implement is sure to be symbolic 
at best: Provided returns are 
safe, voluntary and dignified, few 
refugees will go back to a country 
in which they have been violated, 
which does not respect their basic 
rights and which offers no means 
of redress for wrongs. That leaves 
a large, destitute and aggrieved 
population just across the border 
in Bangladesh that is susceptible 
to radicalization. For the sake of 
its own interests and those of the 
region, Myanmar must immediately 
correct course and recognize that 
the international community wants 
to help it to do so. @ 


Bill Richardson is a 
former governor of 
New Mexico and a 
former United States 
ambassador to the 
United Nations. 

He is the founder 
of the Richardson 
Center for Global 
Engagement. 
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Neighbour 


India-Bangladesh: 
The essential 
relationship 


Waliur Rahman 


angladesh revolution was unique in 

many ways. The number of people 
killed- upto 3 million according to the 
Bangladesh government- in the timespan 
of nine months, 10 million refugees 
sheltered in the neighbouring India, a 
guerrilla war fought against an army 
equipped with most modern weapons, is 
all unprecedented in human history. 


What is not unique is the support given 
by India to our valiant freedom fighters. 
Mao Tse Tung’s success was largely due 
to the World War Il and the opportunities 
it had provided. Marshall Tito and Hoxa’s 
liberation of Yugoslavia and Albania 
was facilitated by the German defeat 
and the moral support of international 
community helped Indonesia to gain 
independence. Dien Bien Phu was 
possible because of material support 
from China. The Vietnamese victory 
was due to the uninterrupted flow of 
weapons and military hardware from the 
USSR and China into North Vietnam. In 
contrast to the military experiences of 
those countries what was unique in the 
Bangladesh theatre was the sacrifice of 
the lives of 13,000 Indian troops in the 
battle for Bangladesh. The green fields of 
Bengal and the clear waters of our rivers 
turned crimson with the sacred blood of 
our own freedom fighters and that of the 
friendly forces. 
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Ina short period following our liberation, 
we had 10 million refugees rehabilitated, 
a near-prostate economy put on 
track, an administrative machinery 
mobilized, and recognition of most of 
the UN members-states obtained. We 
became member of the UN agencies, 
secured Commonwealth membership, 
and membership of the NAM, OIC and 
the United Nations on September 17, 
1974. This was possible because of the 
spontaneous support we received from 
our friendly countries, and particularly 
from neighbouring India. We even made 
a phenomenal success in GDP growth, 
over 7 percent in the first three-and- 
a-half years, all the other constraints 
notwithstanding. Unfortunately things 
changed following the tragic event of 
August 15, 1975. Forty seven years on 
it is apparent that what happened on 
that fateful night was not an isolated 
effort or an action of a group of lunatics; 
August 15 was the result of a conspiracy 
hatched by the defeated forces of 1971 
actively supported by an international 
network of anti-Bangladesh elements. 


In these past years while fundamentalist 
politics was encouraged in Bangladesh 
and anti-India bogey was ruthlessly 
used as a political handle to suppress 
the forces of Bengali nationalism the 
spirit of the War of Liberation was 
condemned and a massive effort was 


made through cool calculation to distort 
our history. 

In the process of Baudlerisation of 
history one of the first victims was Indo- 
Bangladesh relationship. Everything was 
done to keep Indophobia alive not witha 
view to promoting our national interest 
but only as a cheap political slogan to 
mislead the people of the country. As a 
direct consequence of the deterioration 
of the bilateral relationship, the issues 
of Ganges water sharing was perhaps 
the first victim. Late president Ziaur 
Rahman raised it in the UNGA in 1976. 
Then Egyptian PR in New York Ismet 
Meguid, later foreign minister and later 
Arab league Secretary-general pleaded 
with both Bangladesh and India to 


resolve this issue bilaterally. Begum Zia 
as Bangladesh prime minister made 
a broadside against India on the floor 
of the General Assembly in 1993. She 
however made one big blunder; the 
issue was not even inscribed in the 
agenda of the General assembly to allow 
the issue to be debated. The result was 
predictable. It withered on the vine 
as a political stunt. What was most 
distressful was that throughout five 
years rule of Begum Zia no serious effort 
was made towards finding a solution to 
the problem. 


Inder Kumar Gujral’s visit to Dhaka 
has to be seen in the context of the 
history of our relationship. As Indian 


foreign minister he was familiar with 
the variables including the constants in 
our relationship. | instantly remember 
Gujral’s important remarks at seminar 
on Farakka in 1994.This seminar threw 
up a number of important conclusions, 
two of them, worth quoting. One 
participant termed South Asians, ‘as 
the most suicidal maniacs today on the 
planet’ another expert said, “North 
East of South Asia is the world’s poorest 
swathe of poverty. We must collaborate 
to get out of the situation.” | K Gujral 
agreed with the conclusion. Soft-spoken 
and unassuming, Gujral’s contribution 
was most penetrating and meaningful. 
It was ex-cathedra and not ex-parte. He 
was critical of his own governments for 


not reaching out to Bangladesh. 


A student of history, Gujral was not 
unaware that Bangladesh, a member 
of the SAARC like India is inheriting the 
legacy of a glorious civilization of Aryan- 
Dravidian synthesis. Chandra Gupta 
Maurya whose Empire stretched from 
the borders of Bengal, received Envoys 
from Foreign Kings and Potentates. As 
legend has it, Alexander took away with 
him numerous Indian scholars, some of 
Bengali origin at the behest of Aristotle, 
who wanted to learn more about the 
Indian solution to the problems of 
metaphysics. Sher Shah opened up 
through the Grand Trunk Road, the wide 
swathe from Kabul to Chittagong. In 
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spite of the internecine quarrels between 
the Hindus and the Mughals, many Rajput 
ladies married into the Mughal royalty. The 
great Akbar introduced Din-e-Elahi, and 
Aurangzeb the epitome of piety and faith, 
married a Hindu lady. 

Tagore gave both India and Bangladesh 
their national anthem. Nazrul Islam 
rationalized both peoples, as Shamsur 
Rahman, Satyajit Ray and Taslima Nasrin 
did. Earlier, fusion of Hindu-Muslim 
cultures resulted in Ramananda and Nanak 
and Moinuddin Chisty. 


Paul Valery correctly thought that “the 
idea of Europe is Greece plus Rome 
plus Christianity.” Bahasamalay and the 
history that goes with it brought the 
fractious ASEAN countries together, while 
Franco-German cooperation forms the 
bedrock of EU. Malaysia and Indonesian 
understanding pushed the heady days of 
Confrontasi to near oblivion. 


Both Europe and Asia have been victims 
of foreign alien aggression: Huns in the 
5th, Saracens in the 8th, Magyar in the 
9th, Mongols and Turks in the 14th were 
stronger than West Europe. Attracted to 
the oriental lure were the Aryans, the 
Huns, Mongols, Afghans the Portuguese, 
the French and The British. 


What we need today is a vision-ability 
to look to the future. Prime Ministers 
Sheikh Hasina and Deve Gowda would 
be remembered by posterity; they 
could direct their two Foreign Ministers 
both tested leaders in their respective 
countries, to show courage, find sagacity 
in finding a solution of Ganges water 
sharing and take us to the threshold of 
21st century. Other issues like transit etc 
should be totally delinked and discussed 
only on their economic merits. India 
has reportedly opened the door ajar 
to Nepal. She could take another big 
step forward by opening completely the 
window of opportunity, the window of 
magic casement, creating the confidence 
that is so much needed to bring justice 
to the hallowed memories of those who 
laid down their lives to help us attain our 
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liberation. Time has now arrived. And we 
must act. 


The evolving ties 


Bangladesh and India are South Asian 
neighbours. India was the first country 
to recognize Bangladesh as a separate 
and independent state and established 
diplomatic relations with the country 
immediately after its independence in 
December 1971. The two nations were 
strong allies during the Bangladesh 
Liberation War in 1971.India intervened 
in December 1971 on behalf of East 
Pakistan and helped secure East Pakistan’s 
independence as sovereign independent 
Bangladesh. The relationship between 
Indiaand Bangladesh is anchored in history, 
culture, language and shared values of 
secularism, democracy, and countless 
other commonalities between the two 
countries. It is based on sovereignty, 
equality, trust, understanding and win- 
win partnership that goes far beyond a 
strategic partnership. 


The historic land boundary agreement was 
signed on 6 June 2015 which opened a new 
era in the relations and further stopped 
all irritants in ties .India and Bangladesh 
are close strategic partners in counter- 
terrorism. They are also the largest trading 
partners in South Asia. 


The other point that will strengthen the 
relationship is the fact that both countries 
are keen to enhance connectivity not 
just between them, but also with other 
countries in South Asia. Both countries are 
also part of a number of groupings that 
seek to expand South Asia’s connectivity 
with Southeast Asia and China; these 
include the Mekong Ganga Cooperation 
Initiative, BIMSTEC, BBIN (Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India and Nepal) and the BCIM 
(Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar) 
economic corridor project. 


The first part gives an apercu for better 
understanding of the relations between 
two countries. The second part gives what 
| would call the Golden Period of bilateral 


relations. With Hon’ble Sheikh Hasina 
assuming the charge of Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh on January 6,2009, the existing 
friendly relationship between Bangladesh 
and India assumed anew dimension. 


‘How the unipolar moment or the Indian 
status quo power can be used to our 
advantage ‘Would greater cooperation 
between the political parties of India and 
Bangladesh work in promoting the national 
interest of both? Or could summitries be 
a better alternative? Russia and Austria 
almost went to war over the division of 
Poland. But when Metternich, the Austrian 
Chancellor, went to call on his Mistress, 
he found the carriage of Tsar Alexander 
drawn up outside the same door, and the 
two men had a very profitable discussion 
in the passage outside the lady’s bedroom 
and the war was avoided! (1814-15). In the 
21st century our Acheson and Vishinkys 
don’t dare to indulge in such daring acts. 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is a visionary. 
Bangabandhu gave us_ independence, 
Sheikh Hasina gave stability, prosperity 
and democratic confidence .Only she 
could negotiate the 30 yr. Ganges Water 
Treaty with friendly India of Dec 12, 1996. 
Only she could sign the historic CHT Peace 
Accord. 


As Masaryk of Czecho Slovakia brought 
nations into being and drew the lines for 
a new map of Europe, Sheikh Hasina is 
shaping ideas for a new South Asia, more 
stable South Asia. She firmly believes 
that democracy is the rule of the people, 
but there can be no government without 
obedience and discipline. Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina breaks new 
ground because she always takes the path 
less travelled by. She succeeds because of 
the support she garners from our friends 
with India in the forefront, the country 
that is destined to become the 2nd most 
powerful Economy in the next 25 years. 
The importance of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s visit to India from April 7-10, 2017 
has to be seen in light of the above. ™ 


The writer is a Diplomatic and Security 
analyst. E-mail: wali.heritage@gmail.com 


First Brifon crosses Bangla Channel 


Staff Correspondent 


journalist became the first British 

citizen to cross the 16-kilometre 
Bangla Channel, stretching from 
Teknaf to Saint Martin’s Island in 
Bangladesh. 


Becky Horsbrugh, who is also 
a swimming instructor, started 
swimming at 9:20am on 28 January. 
It took her four hours and 45 minutes 
to cross the channel. 


“I’m very happy to have completed 
it,” she told journalists and locals 
after touching the finish mark. 


—_ ; - 


seemed to take forever. The waves 
kept bashing against me and | could 
feel jellyfish stings,’ she wrote, 
adding that the biggest relief was 
when she first caught sight of the 
island. 


“My back started to hurt... There 
were jellyfish everywhere but finally 
| could see the outline of people on 
the beach,” said Becky, thanking all 
those who helped her to make it. 


A combination of her two wishes -- a 
chance to return to Bangladesh and 


a — = ~! . ~ - > ; 
Associated Press’ Asia Producer Becky Horsbrugh posing for photo after successfully crossing the 16-kilometre Bangla Channel from 


and Injury Survey 2016, 40 children 
drown every day and among the total 
victims, 9,000 are aged between one 
and four years. Over 15,000 children 
drown annually in the country. 


More than 80 percent of the drowning 
occurs in natural water bodies 
(ditches, ponds and creeks) less than 
20 metres from their house. Most of 
the drowning occurs in rural areas 
during the day, between 9:00am and 
2:00pm, when the mothers are busy 
with household chores and the child 
is left unsupervised. 


= SS s ae 


Teknaf to the Saint Martin’s Island in the Bay of Bengal on Sunday Photo collected from AP’s Bangladesh bureau chief Julhas Alam’s 


Facebook profile 


The Associated Press (AP) journalist 
swam the channel to raise funds for 
the Centre for Injury Prevention and 
Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB). 


“So very proud to say I’m the first Brit 
to swim the Bangla Channel!” she 
wrote in her Facebook wall. 


“The wind picked up overnight and 
the water was choppy. The first hour 


raise funds for the CIPRB -- inspired 
the journalist to cross the channel. 


She first visited Bangladesh last 
July to help out with the SwimSafe 
schemes run by the CIPRB. 


She was concerned after reading 
articles on the rate of children’s 
death by drowning in Bangladesh. 
According to the Bangladesh Health 


Becky said swimming is a 
fundamental life saving right and 
it is a basic skill that everyone has 
a right to learn. 


She said she would come back 
again to break her own record. 
“Next time when | would be 
swimming this channel, | want one 
Bangladeshi girl to accompany 
me.” a 
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Japanese singer Miyavi coming to meet Rohingyas 


Courier Report 


NHCR Goodwill Ambassador, also 

Japanese musician and actor, 
Miyavi will be visiting Bangladesh and 
will meet Rohingyas living in camps in 
Cox’s Bazar district this week. 


“| can tell you for sure, he’s coming. 
But | don’t want to give the date yet,” 
an official at the Foreign Ministry told 
Dhaka Courier indicating that he will 
be here before February 3. 


Born in 1981, Takamasa Ishihara, 
better known by his stage name 
Miyavi, is a singer-songwriter, 
guitarist, record producer, and actor. 


Miyavi, also a philanthropist, has 
gained international recognition and 
acclaim for his unique guitar style, 
using his fingers instead of a pick 
to create an elaborate sound both 
musically and rhythmically. 


He has used his talent, voice and 
platform to help support various 


UNHCR campaigns, including 
#WithRefugees and the Nansen 
Refugee Award, at which he 


performed in 2017. 


His ongoing promotion of UNHCR’s 
global work on his social media 
channels has helped raise awareness 
of the refugee cause with a much 
wider audience. He has’ been 
particularly vocal on the need for 
refugee children to receive quality 
education. 


He was appointed as a UNHCR 
Goodwill Ambassador in November 
2017. 


In 2015 Miyavi undertook his first 
visit to learn about UNHCR’s frontline 
work, travelling to Lebanon and 
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Roland < 


performing his song “The Others” 
with refugees he met there. 


The music video was released in 
2016 - directed and produced by 
UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie 
and Miyavi - featuring refugees from 


around the globe. 


Miyavi 
2016 to learn more about refugees 
experiences, as well as Thailand in 
2017 to meet Karen refugees from 
Myanmar. 


visited Lebanon again in 


, 


Remembrance 


Language Movement veteran Dr Rokaiya Anis passes away 


Courier Correspondent 


he sad demise of Doctor 

Colonel Rokaiya Anis 
poured in waves of tributes, 
as she is known to be an 
innovator in her position as 
a doctor of gynaecology and 
obstetrics, as well as being 
the senior-most female 
officer in Bangladesh Army 
right after Independence in 
1971 - an unprecedented feat 
well before the army began 
inducting female officers 
from 2002. 


Born on April 18, 1935, she 
was one of the students who 
were arrested near Dhaka 
Medical College on February 
21, 1952, making her a Language Movement activist. 
Upon completion of her education, she went on to 
join the Pakistan Army as a civilian medical officer. 
Her dedication to her work was recognised by the 
authorities and they had bestowed upon her one of 
the highest civilian honours at that time, the Taghma- 
Eh-Khidmat. 


After Bangladesh gained Independence, she further 
went on to become the senior-most female officer in 
the Bangladesh Army, promoted as Full Colonel and 
was placed in charge of the gynaecology and obstetrics 
department at Combined Medical Hospital (CMH), 
Dhaka. 


During her last days, she was admitted to the city’s 
Labaid Hospital after suffering a stroke. The valiant 
lady breathed her last in the morning of January 29, at 
the age of 83. She left behind 2 sons, a daughter and a 
host of relatives and well-wishers to mourn her death. 


Her son Dr Aslam Anis informed that Dr Colonel 
Rokaiya’s first namaz-e-janaza was held on the same 
day at Dhaka Combined Military Hospital (CMH) 
Mosque, and a second one was held at the city’s Navy 
Mosque, after which she was buried at the Bangladesh 
Army Graveyard. 


Dr Col Rokaiya Anis (1935-2018) 


A trailblazer long before 
our time, her legacy and 
her achievements are 
inspirational in shaping the 
future for the female officers 
who followed in the Army 
Medical Corps in Bangladesh 
Army. 


Her legacy could also be 
spotted on social media, 
where one of her nephews, 
Sameed Quasem, had posted 
about his grandmother’s 
demise, which poured in 
countless of tributes. “Her 
contributions to my life, the 
lives of others and the history 
of this nation will never ever 
be forgotten,” Sameed wrote as her eulogy, “please 
pray that the extraordinary soul of Colonel Rokaiya 
Anis forever rests in peace.” 


Tashfique Mirza, a friend of Sameed’s, had recollected 
that he was delivered as a baby by Dr Col Rokaiya Anis. 
A few others also mentioned how they were delivered 
by her as well. Akku Chowdhury, a war veteran, 
friend and peer of Dr Col Rokaiya’s, wrote about how 
“awesome of a person she was, apart from being a 
strong and incredible achiever.” 


In his remembrance of her, Enayetullah Khan, Editor- 
in-Chief of UNB, spoke of his emotional attachment to 
her. “She loved me like a son,” he recalled. “As a matter 
of fact, she was always there when my children were 
born.” Khan paid tribute to her sophistication which, 
he noted, came through her work and interaction with 
others. 


Such tributes only consolidate her legacy as a 
torchbearer for women empowerment in Bangladesh. 
She had risen to the top at a time when the concept 
of women empowerment was not even contemplated. 
She deserves the highest state accolades for being a 
trailblazer and role-model for the modern women, as 
an icon of inspiration for the generations to come. & 


2 February 2018 | dhakacourier| 33 


From a housewife to professor 


Hasna Begum 


Imost everything about my birth 

as a girl from a middle class 
family in the subcontinent presaged 
my life as a dutiful daughter, a good 
wife and mother. | was the elder 
of two daughters of Abdul Hafiz, 
a man of extraordinary scholarly 
achievement, and his wife Rabeya 
Khatun, modestly educated but an 
independent thinker. She saw no 
reason why her children’s gender 
should hold them back. My life 
began in 1935 in Dhaka, East Bengal, 
at the home of my mother’s elder 
brother, Dr. Momtazuddin Ahmed, 
House Tutor of Salimullah Muslim 
Hall. Dr. Shahanara Husain is my only 
sister. 


As a young girl, | was enrolled in 
school in Kolkata. These were years 
of extreme political upheaval and 
communal strife among Hindus 
and Muslims at the conclusion of 
British colonial subjugation. Thus my 
early education was mostly home 
tutoring. When my family moved 
to East Pakistan, now Bangladesh, 
| actually completed an _ entire 
school year. My schooling was once 
again interrupted when my 39 year 
old cousin requested my hand in 
marriage when | was barely fourteen. 
My mother did not wish this for me 
and with her brother’s help, hastily 
arranged my marriage to the eldest 
son of Professor Kazemuddin Ahmed, 
Nuruddin Md. Selim. | became a 
young wife in 1949 and a mother to 
my first daughter within a year. 


My mother had kept me enrolled 
in school to make it possible for me 
to take my Matriculation exams. | 
received a First Division despite very 
little preparation and while three 
months pregnant! | spent the next 
thirteen years of my life giving birth 
to six children and looking after my 
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Hasna Begum 


family. This kept me totally occupied. 
| did not keep up with current affairs 
and, amazingly, was not even aware 
of the Language Movement. 


| took a job as a teacher in a local 
kindergarten to help with household 
expenses. But | soon quit, stung by 
a remark made by the headmistress 
because | was not a graduate. Thus 
began my journey to remedy this 
shortcoming. | enrolled in a night 
college as one of the few women. 
| continued on to get an Honors 
degree in Philosophy at Dhaka 
University followed by a Masters. 
| was awarded a First Class on both 
occasions and was also first in class. 
In 1972, | became a Lecturer in 
Philosophy at Dhaka University. | 
applied abroad and was eventually 
accepted as a Doctoral Candidate at 
Monash University in Melbourne. 
It was challenging to convince my 
family, particularly my father. My 
husband was encouraging. He took 
on the responsibility of looking after 
our remaining family. 

| arrived in Melbourne with my 
youngest daughter. My supervisor, 


Prof. D. H. Monro, was known to be 
very difficult to please. | chose G. E. 
Moore’s philosophy as the topic of 
my dissertation. Prof. Monro asked 
me to write an essay on this. The next 
six months, | worked on the essay. 
My supervisor was very pleased 
with it and asked me to start to write 
the chapters. My husband came to 
visit and my daughter left with him 
in January 1974 as she missed her 
siblings. 


My work was progressing smoothly 
but | became home-sick. | had a 
pleasant month-long visit home in 
February 1975. The next one year, | 
worked very hard and almost finished 
the write up. | fell in love with 
Melbourne. Despite that, | started 
missing my family and left for Dhaka 
in February 1976 to return in March. 
This time my family looked tired and 
mismanaged. My husband was not 
well. My parents had become older 
and less capable. 


In June 1976, one night | dreamt 
that my only son was behaving like 
a mad person. | left for Dhaka on 
26th June and reached Dhaka on 
28th morning to find that my son 
was sick and my husband in hospital. 
This trip lasted for one full year. 
When they became better | decided 
to leave for Melbourne again. But 
almost everyone discouraged me 
and | became confused. | went to 
my friend, philosopher and guide, 
Begum Sufia Kamal. She advised me 
to go and finish my work as soon 
as possible and return. She asked, 
if | died today, would all my family 
members also die, and as a beautiful 
woman if | returned without the 
degree my colleagues and relatives 
would say that | had gone to enjoy 
myself. She exhorted me to go and 
finish what | had begun. 


After talking to Sufia Kamal, | 
decided to go back to Melbourne 
and reached in the 1st week of 
July. But Prof. Monro had retired 
and was therefore ineligible to 
supervise me anymore. My new 
supervisor was Prof. Peter Singer. 
| had some difficulties adjusting 
to my new supervisor with a very 
different disposition. However, 
| finished my thesis with Peter 
(who is now a_ renowned 
Professor at the Princeton 
University) and returned to 
Dhaka with the PhD Degree 
and joined the Philosophy 
Department of the Dhaka 
University on 28th April 1978. 
Prof. Singer (in 1991) involved 
me with the — International 
Association of Bioethics, giving 
me the opportunity to learn 
more and attend conferences 
and seminars on_ Bioethics 
around the world. 


In 1980, | became an Associate 
Professor and a Professor in 
1988. | was the Chair of the 
Department from 1991 to 1993. 
| also translated some classic 
philosophical texts into Bengali; 
my thesis was published by the 
Dhaka University. | wrote articles 
and collections of my articles were 
published. | retired in 2000 and 
was appointed Honorary Professor 
of Dhaka University in 2009. The 
greatest honor | received was the 
‘Rokeya Chair’ awarded by the 
UGC for two years. The young girl 
who had never even dreamt of 
setting foot past the gate of the 
Dhaka University finally became 
a professor despite the loss of 
13 years. Me, Hasna Begum, the 
housewife was able to wander 
the wide horizon of education 
with labor, perseverance and 
sacrifice to expand and fulfill my 
life. |am satisfied and my heart is 
at peace. This is all | had yearned 
and endeavored for. @ 


PR Releases 


Prof Mahfuza Khanam ASB Council president, 


Sabbir Ahmed gen secy 


rofessor Mahfuza Khanam 
has been elected president of 
the Council of Asiatic Society of 
Bangladesh (ASB) while Dr Sabbir 
Ahmed its general secretary for the 


Ahmed Abdullah Jamal, Professor 
Mesbah-us-Saleheen and Professor 
Harunor Rashid Khan, Treasurer 
- Professor Sajahan Miah and 
Secretary - Md Abdur Rahim. 


2018-19 period. New council members are 


Professor Mahfuza Khanam Dr Sabbir Ahmed 


Professor Najma Khan Majlish, 
Professor Hafiza Khatun, Professor 
Asha Islam Nayeem, Professor Syed 
Rashidul Hasan, Professor Dulal 
Bhoumik, Professor M _  Delwar 
Hussain, Dr Muhammad Abdul 
Mazid, Professor Md Abdul Karim, 
Professor Syed Azizul Huq and 
Professor SM Mahfuzur Rahman. @ 


They were elected in the 
election to the ASB Council held on 
January 22, said a press release on 
Monday. 

The panel, headed by Professor 
Mahfuza Khanam, won a landslide 
victory in the election. 

The other office-bearers of 
the council are: Vice-presidents - 


ICAB delegation to join SAFA events in Nepal 


delegation of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh (ICAB) 
on Monday flew for Kathmandu to participate different events of South 
Asian Federation of Accountants (SAFA). 

The events are --Board, Committee and Assembly meetings of SAFA, 
CFO Conference, SAFA Best Presented Annual Report Awards and SAARC 
Anniversary Award for Corporate Governance, and Quiz and Elocution contest. 

Hosted by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nepal the events are 
scheduled for January 30 to February 1, said a press release. 

The ICAB delegation is comprised of President Dewan Nurul Islam FCA, Vice 
President Mahmudul Hasan Khusru FCA, Council Members and Past Presidents 
Anwaruddin Chowdhury FCA, ASM Nayeem FCA, M. Farhad Hussain FCA, 
Parveen Mahmud FCA and Council Members Md. Shahadat Hossain FCA, A F 
Nesaruddin FCA and Secretary Maj Gen Muhammad Imrul Quayes (retd). 

SAFA is the regional accounting body of SAARC countries. & 


2 February 2018 | dhakacourier! 35 


Art & Culture 


A Refreshing Approach: Highlighting Rickshaw Art 


Rokon-Uz-Zaman Sohel’s solo show at Zainul Gallery-1 


Takir Hossain 


Ce and artistic designs were 
used in wooden doors, rectilinear 
door frames, rectangular and vertical 
patterns, windows, home decoration, 
furniture and more. Birds, animal forms, 
foliage and different parts of nature 
were used on the timber in the past. 
The tradition had been on the wane for 
some time and by now it has become 
quite hard to find the existence of 
such craftsmen. It is widely known that 
woodcarving is a time consuming and 
labour intensive work. 


It is significant that there was no strong 
theme in customary woodcarving 
before in our country. Since the ‘90s, 
the panoramic beauty of rural Bengal 
and young couples became significantly 
noticeable in woodcarving. The 
woodcarvers raced to the contest of the 
painters, who work in two dimensions. 
Nowadays, woodcarvings have taken 
a prestigious place beside paintings. 
Woodcarvings also decorate doors and 
walls in a very artistic way. Art galleries 
and art shops have successfully made an 
impact on collectors’ tastes with their 
collection of woodcarvings. Against a 
background of such reality, Rokon-Uz- 
Zaman Sohel has practiced this medium. 
His wood carvings are a testimony to the 
fact that even after the trees have died, 
there is a possibility of the renewal of 
life. 


Sohel gives an artistic life to his creation. 
Observing trees, the artist easily 
comprehends how the branches can be 
used through his works. The texture of 
wood creates an eye-catching quality. His 
works replete with semi-urban people, 
birds, beads, peacocks, blossoming 
flowers and foliage, speak of rural and 
pastoral Bengal. Human forms are often 
merged with urban and semi-urban 
setting. 
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It is very important that the artist has 
been greatly influenced by rickshaw 
painting. Rickshaw painting is one of the 
indigenous forms of art that is unique to 
this region. His lines are influenced by folk 
culture, but he has a distinct style of his 
own unlike other traditional craftsman. 
Sohel’s subjects range from movie stars 


to depictions of village life and colourful 
cityscapes to pictorial interpretations of 
social issues to flora, fauna and animals. 


Sohel’s solo art exhibition titled Journey 
by Rickshaw-2 is now on at Zainul 
Gallery-1, Faculty of Fine Arts (FFA), 
University of Dhaka. @ 


Duaree Gallery inaugurates with some aims in city 


Cultural Correspondent 


Duaree Gallery---a newly 
established art hub at Dhanmondi 
2 (at the 5th floor of Aarong, 
Science Lab junction) in the 
city has organised a group art 
exhibition featuring the artworks 
of eleven contemporary artists 
from different periods in the 
country. The exhibition was 
formally inaugurate on January 
27 and will continue till February 
16. 


University of Dhaka 
inaugurated the show. 


jointly 


Ashiq Huque, Co-Founder and 
Director of Duaree_ Gallery 
delivered the welcome speech. 


The group show has been 
dedicated to artists Aminul Islam, 
Syed Abdullah Khalid and Fokhrul 
Islam who have passed away in 
recent years. 


The show has been curated by 
Takir Hossain. 


Duaree’s aim is to represent the 
wide range of mediums, styles and 
techniques that are being mastered by 
our veteran painters. Duaree’s main 
objective is to promote Bangladeshi 
artists and arts at the global stage and 
also to target proper recognition of the 
talents in our country. The gallery invites 
well-known critics, historians, curators 


From left: Former Ambassador Waliur Rahman, prominent architect and art critic Shamsul Wares, Professor Saiful Huque, 
director, Institute of Energy, Dhaka University and Chairperson of Duaree Gallery and Abdus Shakoor Shah, former dean, 
Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka at the inaugural session 


Prominent architect and art critic 
Professor Shamsul Wares and 
Former Ambassador and Foreign 
Secretary Waliur Rahman, 
professor Saiful Huque, director, 
Institute of Energy, Dhaka 
University and Chairperson of 
Duaree Gallery and Professor 
Abdus Shakoor Shah, former 
Dean, Faculty of Fine Arts, 


Participating painters include 
established figures of the art 
arena like Monirul Islam, Abdus 
Shakoor Shah, Tajuddin Ahmed, 
Nasima Khanom Queenie, 
Mohammad Iqbal, Anisuzzaman 
Anis, Rashid Khan, Shahanoor 
Mamun, Kamruzzaman_ Sagor, 
Mohammad Razwanur Rahman 
and Sultan Ishtiaque. 


and painters as part of its initiatives. 
Regular exhibitions, discussions and 
workshops will also be vital part of the 
gallery’s activities. The gallery wants 
both seasoned and upcoming artists 
to get the opportunity to exhibit, sell 
and discuss their works. At the gallery, 
viewers can browse through a wide 
selection of art, journals and literary 
publications. & 
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Unmasking the familiar faces of childhood violence 


S. M. Rayhanul Islam 


iolence against children in all its 

forms, regardless of the nature or 
severity of the act, is harmful, morally 
indefensible and a violation of every 
child’s fundamental human rights. Recent 
research reveals that while violence is 
especially damaging during the first few 
years of life, it affects a child’s physical 
safety and emotional and cognitive well- 
being at every stage. As they grow older, 
girls and boys begin interacting with a 
wider array of people outside the home, 
including peers, teachers, neighbours 
and romantic partners. This broadening 
of a child’s social world represents an 
Opportunity to build capacities and life 
skills - but it also opens the door to 
new forms of violence, with potentially 
irreversible or long-term consequences. 
Yet violence against children is often 
rationalized as necessary or inevitable. 
It may be tacitly accepted due to the 
familiarity of perpetrators, or minimized as 
inconsequential. The memory or reporting 
of violence may be buried due to shame or 
fear of reprisal. Impunity of perpetrators 
and prolonged exposure may leave victims 
believing violence is normal. In such ways, 
violence is masked, making it difficult to 
prevent and end. 


The UNICEF publication “A Familiar Face: 
Violence in the lives of children and 
adolescents” sheds light on four specific 
forms of violence that many children face 
from early childhood through adolescence: 
1) Childhood experiences of physical 
force or verbal intimidation as forms 
of discipline. 2) Violence experienced 
by children while at school, including 
bullying, corporal punishment by teachers, 
attacks on schools and school shootings. 
3) Violent deaths in adolescence, 
including new trend analyses. 4) Sexual 
violence, which children and adolescents 
experience in different settings and across 
the life cycle. Because the lives and futures 
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of children are at stake, this report also 
suggests actions needed to be taken to 
tackle the different forms of violence 
against children. 


Violent discipline at home is the most 
common form of violence experienced 
by children. While teaching children self- 
control and acceptable behaviour is an 
integral part of child rearing in all cultures, 
many caregivers use the violent methods, 
both physical and psychological, to punish 
unwanted behaviours and encourage 
desired ones. Close to 300 million (3 in 4) 
children aged 2 to 4 worldwide experience 
violent discipline by their caregivers on a 
regular basis; 250 million (around 6 in 10) 
are punished by physical means. Globally, 
around 1.1 billion (slightly more than 11 in 


unicef € 


4) caregivers say that physical punishment 
is necessary to properly raise or educate 
children. Worldwide, 1 in 4 (176 million) 
children under age 5 live with a mother 
who is a victim of intimate partner 
violence. Based on data from 30 countries, 
6 in 10 children aged 12 to 23 months are 
subjected to violent disciplinary methods. 


For many children all over the world, the 
presence or threat of violence at school 
compromises their ability to fully benefit 
from educational opportunities. Once 
children enter school, friendships and 
interactions with peers have the potential 
to contribute to a child’s sense of well- 
being and social competence, but they 
are also associated with exposure to new 
forms of victimization - peer violence. 


School violence can also manifest as 
corporal punishment inflicted by teachers, 
sexual harassment from peers or school 
personnel. Worldwide, nearly130 million 
(slightly more than 1 in 3) students between 
the ages of 13 and 15 experience bullying. 
732 million (1 in 2) school-age children 
between 6 and 17 years live in countries 
where corporal punishment at school is 
not fully prohibited. Analyses of data from 
Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam reveal 
that violence in schools, including physical 
and verbal abuse by teachers and by other 
students, is the most common reason 
children expressed for disliking school, 
and is significantly associated with lower 
scores in mathematics, self-efficacy and 
self-esteem. 


As children move through adolescence, 
they begin to spend increasing amounts 
of time in an ever-expanding social 
environment within and beyond their 
immediate networks, interacting with a 
wider array of people. This widening of 
the social world, while beneficial in many 
respects, also creates situations in which 
children may be exposed to new forms of 
violence. Every 7 minutes, somewhere in 
the world, an adolescent is killed by an act 
of violence. In 2015 alone, violence took 
the lives of around 82,000 adolescents 
worldwide. Those aged 15 to 19 are 
particularly vulnerable, being three times 
more likely to die violently than younger 
adolescents aged 10 to 14. 


Sexual violence in childhood and 
adolescence is another big problem 
which can affect children at all ages and 
in different settings. While both boys and 
girls can be the target of sexual violence, 
data suggest that girls are generally 
at a heightened risk. There is often a 
perception that sexual violence is a 
relatively rare occurrence, and when most 
people think about this type of violence, 
they envision rape by a stranger. However, 
available data reveal that children in many 
places are at greatest risk of exposure 
to sexual violence within the context of 
close relationships such as those with 
family, friends and intimate partners. In 


Mexico, in a survey conducted in 2013, 
7 per cent of boys and 5 per cent of girls 
in upper secondary school reported that 
they had experienced sexual insults from 
their classmates at school during the past 
12 months, and 4 per cent of boys and 
3 per cent of girls had been forced into 
sexual behaviour. In the United States, a 
2011 online survey of students in grades 
7 to 12 revealed that nearly half reported 
having experienced some form of sexual 
harassment, in-person or via electronic 
means, over the course of a school year 
committed by anyone they knew through 
school. 


Protecting children against violence is a 
path towards more peaceful and inclusive 
societies which will take individual and 
collective action. This well-documented 
UNICEF publication suggests a few 
specific actions and strategies for ending 
violence against children: 1) Coherent 
and well-coordinated national plans 
and subsequent action are needed to 
reduce the persistently high rates of 
violence against both girls and boys from 
early childhood through adolescence. 
2) Governments need to strengthen the 
legal and policy frameworks that protect 
children from the various forms of 
violence, exploitation and abuse they face 
throughout childhood, including corporal 
punishment in all settings, even in the 
home, and by all perpetrators, including 
teachers and other school personnel. 3) 
Given the growing importance of virtual 
communication in the lives of children 
and adolescents, national policies and 
programmes to reduce bullying by peers 
should address both online and offline 
communities. At the same time, education 
systems should strengthen their gender- 
responsive policies to foster safer learning 
environments for girls and boys alike. 4) 
Making communities safer and fostering 
protective environments for children and 
adolescents is critical. To achieve this, 
national policies should focus on violence 
prevention strategies including limiting 
access to firearms and other weapons. & 


The writer is an independent researcher. 
E-mail: smrayhanulislam@ hotmail.com 
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